
THE CENSUS 
Ezra 2 

 
Ezra 2 is one of those chapters in the Bible with a host of names we struggle to pronounce and know 
little about and numbers. It is a list of those who returned to Judah under Zerubbabel. Chapter 2 starts 
with the leaders. “Their leaders were Zerubbabel, Joshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, 
Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum and Baanah. The next 33 verses list the citizens who returned. The list is 
by a forefather or by the city from where they originally lived prior to the captivity. Verses 36-39 are a 
list by family of priests who returned from exile. Verses 40-42 is a list of Levites who returned. These 
were the families of Jehsua and Kadmiel, descendants of Hodaviah, the singers of the family of Asaph, 
the gatekeepers of the families of Shallum, Ater, Talmon, Akkub, Hatita and Shobai. Verses 43-54 list the 
descendants of the temple servants who returned from exile. The descendants of servants of King 
Solomon who returned are found in verses 55-58. Three families of priests returned to Jerusalem who 
had lost their genealogical records, so they were not allowed to serve as priests. A total of 42,360 
people returned to Judah, in addition to 7,337 servants and 200 singers. They took with them 736 
horses, 245 mules, 435 camels and 6,620 donkeys. When they arrived at the Temple of the Lord in 
Jerusalem, some of the family leaders gave generously toward the rebuilding of the Temple on its 
original site, and each leader gave as much as he could. The total of their gifts came to 1,100 pounds of 
gold, 6,250 pounds of silver and 100 robes for the priests. So, the priests, the Levites, the singers, the 
gatekeepers, the Temple servants, and some of the common people settled in villages near Jerusalem. 
The rest of the people returned to the other towns of Judah from which they had come. 
 

I. Everything Rises and Falls on Leadership – Verses 1-2 
The chapter starts by listing the leaders. Who were they? 
A. The names of the Jewish leaders who returned reflect a nation who had been under 

Babylonian and Persian influence.  
1. Bigvai is Persian. 
2. Zerubbabel, Mordecai, and Bilshan are Babylonian. 
3. Zerubbabel served as the second governor of Judah after Sheshbazzar. Sheshbazar 

was Cyrus’ choice. Zerubbabel was God’s choice for governor. 
4. As a grandson of King Jehoiachin, he was a crucial link with the Davidic dynasty. He 

is in the messianic line. 
5. In the biblical books from the postexilic era, Zerubbabel is nearly always mentioned 

along with Joshua, a grandson of Jozadak, Israel’s last high priest before the 
destruction of the temple in 586 BC. Thus, Zerubbabel and Joshua together link the 
reborn community in Judah with the royal and priestly lines of preexilic Israel. 

6. Nehemiah – This is not the central figure in the book of Nehemiah. He arrived in 
Jerusalem almost eighty years later. This Nehemiah is mentioned in Nehemiah 3:16 
as being the ruler over the region of Beth-Zur. 

7. Mordecai here is not the Mordecai in the book of Esther. The Mordecai in the book 
of Esther appears 50 years later. This Mordecai left Medio-Persia when the Esther 
Mordecai was well entrenched in the Medio-Persian government and culture. 

8. The other five are leaders that little if anything is known. Sometimes good 
leadership is leading without getting recognized. 

II. These lists appear to be based on an identical version in Nehemiah 7:8-60. The primary 
purpose of these lists was to ensure that those who returned to Judah were authentic 
Israelites. In both Ezra and Nehemiah, the purity of the people is emphasized. 
A. Purity of First Baptist Church – Children of God, Christians in deed, not just name. 



B. Purity of First Baptist Church – Removal of sin in the lives of those who are part. 
III. Where You Are from Is Important – Verses 3-35 

A. Layman listed by the name of their family patriarch – Verses 3-20 
B. Layman listed by city of origin prior to captivity – Verses 21-35 

1. All the places are in the immediate area surrounding Jerusalem. It reflects the 
greatly reduced size of Judah in the years before 586. Many of the town were from 
the tribal area of Benjamin, north of Jerusalem. The only towns mentioned south of 
Jerusalem are Bethlehem and Netophah. 

C. Look around: the Beitsch name, the Lewis name, and the Pierce name go way back. I 
was reading some past church records and Ken Ketterer was listed. Like those who 
returned, they had family history. Today, in 2023, we need to build on that family 
history just like the returnees built on their legacy. 

D. Just as the list of cities was a fraction of what Israel was under David and Solomon, First 
Baptist is a fraction of what it was in days gone by. Yet those of us who have “returned 
from captivity” need to be as determined to rebuild as the Israelites.  

IV. The Priests – Verses 36-39 
A. Priests make up about 10% of the returnees.  

V. The Levites – Verse 40 
A. The families of Jeshua and Kadmiel, descendants of Hodaviah 

1. Only 74 Levites returned in contrast to 4,289 priests. When Ezra led a return, he was 
only able to recruit 38 Levites to return to Judah. 

2. It is possible that the nature of their work or their lowly status either kept them 
from being captured and deported in the first place or it did not motivate many of 
them to return home.  

B. The musicians of the family of Asaph – Verse 41 
1. The presence of singers was important in establishing the continuity of worship as it 

existed before the exile. 
2. The word singers is too narrow; it included instrumentalists and worship leaders. 
3. Asaph was from the tribe of Levi. He is mentioned 45 times in the OT. Psalms 50 and 

73-83 are psalms of Asaph. 
4. Music is an important part of rebuilding for revival. 

a. Sing out. 
b. Organ and background important. 
c. Why we have the hymn sing. Why we are having GloryWay Quartet come. 

C. The gatekeepers of the families of Shallum, Ater, Talmon, Akkuh, Hattia and Shobai – 
Verse 42 
1. Like the musicians, the gatekeeper’s position was established by King David (1 Chron 

9:18-27) and was regarded as part of the tribe of Levi (1 Chron 6), although these 
gatekeepers are mentioned separately. 

2. Gatekeepers today 
a. Those who count the offering to make sure it is safely and accurately deposited. 
b. Those who make sure the building and all that is associated with it is 

maintained. 
c. Those who make sure that the candles are clean and supplied. 
d. Anyone who takes pride in their role in and around the church. 

D. The Levites, musicians and gatekeepers were all Levites. Those without a set role were 
not interested in returning. If you are not active in the ministry, then you are more like 



the Levites than the musicians and gatekeepers. We need all hands on deck. As I shared 
last week, you are either a goer or a giver. No room for bystanders. 

VI. The Temple Servants – Verses 43-54 
A. They had the lowest status. The devoted ones. Descendants of the Gibeonites who 

performed servile duties at the Temple. 
B. Brenda is like a Temple servant. Whatever I ask, she is there to do. Always wanting to 

serve. Nancy is another Temple servant. 
VII. The Servants of King Solomon – Verses 55-58 

A. These were also part of the devoted ones.  
B. A majority of the names are either foreign or are nicknames, reflecting their lowly 

status. 
VIII. Those Without Identification 

A. People who could not prove they were descendants of Israel – Verses 59-60 
B. Priests who had lost their genealogical records so were not allowed to serve – Verses 

61-63 
IX. The Number of the Returnees – Verses 64-67 

A. The servants were personal slaves of those who returned. 
B. The singers listed here are not those who participated in the Temple worship but 

entertainers employed by wealthy families. 
C. Since horses were more expensive than donkeys, it is not surprising that far more 

donkeys (6,720) than horses (736) were involved in the return to the land. 
D. God keeps accurate record of His people and what they have done. The second chapter 

of Ezra contains a list of the families of people who committed themselves to the work 
in Jerusalem. Fewer than 50,000 people actually responded to the challenge to rebuild 
the Temple.  

E. God is keeping a record of the lives of His own every day. Paul spoke of that record in 2 
Corinthians 5:9 and 10 where he said, “Wherefore we labor, that, whether present or 
absent, we may be accepted of him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad.” In Colossians 3:23-25, he added, “And whatsoever ye 
do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall 
receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ. But he that doeth 
wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of 
persons.” 

F. God took special care to record the works of the righteous in Hebrews 11. In that 
extensive record he mentioned Abel, who was the first victim of a murderer; Enoch; 
Noah; Abraham and Sarah; Isaac and Jacob; Moses; Rahab; and others who suffered 
cruel mockings and scourgings but stood for God by faith. God will include you in His hall 
of faith if you are committed to Him as a faithful servant. 

G. A record is also kept of the lives of those who have not accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as 
their Savior. Revelation 20:12-15 clearly states this truth. In part it says, “And the books 
were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead 
were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their 
works.”  

X. The Gifts for the Work – Verses 68-69 
A. Just as Israelites gave gold and silver toward the construction of the tabernacle in 

Moses’s time (Ex 35:21-29), so once again some of the people gave freewill offerings for 
the reconstruction of the Temple. 



B. They gave approximately 1,100 pounds of gold ($36,575,000) and 3 tons of silver 
($2,337,6000). They gave almost $39 million. 

C. They offered willingly and according to their ability. These principles of giving are 
commended in 2 Cor 9:6-8. 
6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so 
let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able 
to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may 
abound to every good work. 

XI. So, the priests, the Levites, the musicians, the gatekeepers, the Temple servants, and some 
of the common people settled in villages near Jerusalem. The rest of the people returned to 
the other towns of Judah from which they had come (v. 70). 

 
In our Rebuild for Revival where do you fit? Are you one of the leaders? Are you like the priests, Levites 
or musicians who were active in making the service happen? Maybe you are more like the gatekeepers 
and servants who are active behind the scenes. The largest group who returned were common people, 
some were not even able to prove their lineage, yet were part of the return. Maybe that describes you 
in your role to Rebuild for Revival. You have no specific role except to be an active part. You’re a 
number, you fill a spot. The question is not are you a part of Rebuild for Revival, but what part are you? 

 
 


