
Psalm 96 

Sing a new song to JHWH (the LORD); 

let the whole earth sing to JHWH (the LORD). 
2 Sing to JHWH (the LORD), bless His name; 

proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day. 
3 Declare His glory among the Gentiles. 
4 For JHWH (the LORD) is great and is highly praised; 

He is to be feared above all gods. 
5 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols (nothings), 

but JHWH (the LORD) made the heavens. 
6 Splendor (honor NKJV) and majesty are before Him; 

strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 
7 Ascribe to JHWH (the LORD), you families of the peoples, 

ascribe to JHWH (the LORD) glory and strength. 
8 Ascribe to JHWH (the LORD) the glory due His name; 

bring an offering and enter His courts. 
9 Worship JHWH (the LORD) in the splendor of His holiness; 

let the whole earth tremble before Him. 
10 Say among the nations, “JHWH (The LORD) reigns. 

Indeed the world is firmly established; it cannot be shaken. 

He judges the peoples fairly.” 
11 Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice; 

let the sea and all that fills it resound. 
12 Let the fields and everything in them celebrate. 

Then all the trees of the forest will shout for joy before JHWH (the LORD) 
13 for He is coming— 

for He is coming to govern the earth. 

He will govern the world in righteousness 

He will govern the peoples in His faithfulness (truth NKJV). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



The substance of this psalm and portions of Psalms 97, 98 and 100 are found in 1 Chronicles 16, which 
was read by David’s direction in the dedication of the tabernacle on Mt. Zion. The psalm has importance 
beyond that historical occasion, however, because it anticipates kingdom praise for the Lord from all the 
nations of the world and even from nature itself. It also expresses the intense joy that will saturate the 
earth when the Messiah is ruling from Jerusalem (Isaiah 25:9; 40:9,10). 
 
JHWH – the proper name of God – used 10 times in this psalm, 6,823 times in the OT and 722 times in 
Psalms. Knowledge and use of the name implies personal or covenant relationship, the name pictures 
God as the one who exists and/or causes existence. JHWH is the most significant name for God in the 
O.T. It has a twofold meaning: the active, self-existent One (Exodus 3:14 – I AM THE I AM) and Israel’s 
Redeemer. The name is especially associated with God’s holiness, His hatred of sin, and His gracious 
provision of redemption. 
 

I. THE PROCLAMATION OF PRAISE – Verses 1-6 
A. The Invitation to Praise – Verses 1-3 

1. Sing is found three times in the first two verses. 
a. The Lord never wants our praise of Him to become old or stale, or to degenerate 

into ritual and routine. 
b. Praise of the kind that the Lord requires can come only from a heart supernaturally 

filled with the Holy Spirit. The infilling of the Holy Spirit is an indispensable 
prerequisite. 

c. Regardless of your musical skill or style – sing unto the Lord. 
2. Sing a new song (v. 1).  

a. This new song was cosmic praise for Yahweh’s reign over a universal kingdom 
comprising all peoples (Psalms 98:1; 144:9; 149:1; Isaiah 42:10; Rev 5:9; 14:3). 

b. A new song might be one newly composed for a special occasion, or it might mean a 
new experience of God’s acts through the singing of this psalm. Worship in Israel 
often involved entering into history in order to experience events as if they were 
happening at that moment. 

c. The threefold repetition of sing followed by three imperatives bless, proclaim, and 
declare underscore the purpose of the song: to glorify the Lord’s WORKS OF 
SALVATION. 

3. Verse 2 – Proclaim the good news. Genuine praise includes a testimony to others of 
God’s plan of redemption. 

4. Verse 2 – Bless His name. 
a. Bless – make all acknowledgment and express all good will. 
b. His name – every outward thing that reveals His inward nature. 

5. Verse 3 – His glory…nations. The glory of the Lord is more than just His majestic 
splendor. It includes all of the reasons for admiring and praising Him, such as His acts of 
creation and redemption (v.2). 

6. Verse 3 – All peoples. This is the inclusion of the Gentile nations in the millennial 
kingdom. 

B. The Recipient of Praise – Verses 4-6 
1. Verse 4 – The Lord is a great God is an expression prevalent in the psalms that celebrate 

the Lord’s kingship (47:2,7-8; 48:2-3; 96:4; 97:9; 136:2; 149:2). 
2. Verse 4 – Feared above all gods. This is a poetic way of denying the existence of other 

gods, which existed only as statues, not persons. 



3. Verse 5 – Idols – literally nothings, denoting the unreality of the supposed gods of the 
nations. 
a. The psalmist contrasted the impotence of IDOLS with the creative power of Yahweh, 

challenging all association between false gods and the natural forces of the cosmos. 
b. The gods of the peoples are worthless or powerless (Ps 97:7; Is 42:5,8,17). 

4. Verse 6 – Mention of the sanctuary implies a preexilic origin for this psalm. 
II. THE EXHORTATION TO WORSHIP – Verses 7-13 

A. Worship from the Gentile nations – Verses 7-8 
1. Verses 7-8 – To ASCRIBE something to someone is to acknowledge they have that 

attribute. 
2. Verses 7-9 represent an expansion of Psalm 29:1-2, substituting families (lit. tribes, 

clans) of the peoples for sons of God, while adding bring an offering and enter His courts 
and let the whole earth tremble before Him. The modifications redirect the praise of the 
Lord from the heavenly realm to the earthly sphere, functioning as a polemic against 
other deities. 

3. Verse 8 – An offering. According to the Psalm 45:12 and Ezekiel 40-46, offerings and 
sacrifices will be presented to the Lord in the millennial kingdom. 

4. Give unto the Lord – Verses 7-8 
a. Give unto the Lord, o ye kindreds of the people (v. 7a) – yield unto Him as His due. 
b. Give unto the Lord glory and strength. Give unto the Lord the glory due unto His 

name (vv. 7b-8a). 
c. Give unto the Lord an offering – a means of expressing thanks 

1. Verse 8 – An offering. According to the Psalm 45:12 and Ezekiel 40-46, offerings 
and sacrifices will be presented to the Lord in the millennial kingdom.  

d. Give unto the Lord your time and attention and come into His courts. 
B. Worship unto the Lord – Verse 9 

1. Worship the Lord in holiness (v. 9a). 
a. That is, worship the Lord because of the splendor of His holiness (Ps. 29:2; 99; 110:3).  
b. Worship must not be rendered to God in a slovenly, sinful, superficial manner; we 

must be reverent, sincere, earnest and pure in heart both in our prayers and praises. 
2. Worship the Lord in reverence (v. 9b); let the whole earth tremble before him. Why 

tremble before God? 
a. Because the Lord is great. 
b. Because the Lord is greatly to be praised. 

1. Praise should be proportionate to its object. We cannot praise Him too much, 
too often, too zealously, too carefully, too joyfully. 

c. Because the Lord is to be feared above all God. For all the gods of the nations are 
nothing. 
1. He is to be feared, for there is cause to fear. Dread of other gods is superstition; 

awe of the Lord is pure religion. 
d. Because the Lord made the heavens. 

1. The idol gods have no existence, but our God is the author of all existence. 
e. Because honor and majesty are before Him. 
f. Because strength and beauty are in His sanctuary. 

C. Worship the Lord in evangelism (v. 10); show forth his salvation from day to day. “Declare 
his glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people” (v. 3). 
1. Show forth – announce this salvation. 
2. Declare – recount, tell forth His glory and wonders. 



3. Peter and John had no silver or gold but what they did have they made known (Acts 
4:10-14). 
“[L]et it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified and whom God raised from the dead—by him 
this man is standing here before you healthy. 11 This Jesus is the stone rejected by you 
builders, which has become the cornerstone [emphasis added]. 12 There is salvation in 
no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people by which we must 
be saved.” 13 When they observed the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they 
were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed and recognized that they had 
been with Jesus. 14 And since they saw the man who had been healed standing with 
them, they had nothing to say in opposition.” 

4. Say among the heathen that the Lord reigns:  
a. Verse 10 – The two Hebrew words Yahweh malak are also found at the beginning of 

Psalms 93 and 99. Malak, the Hebrew word for reigns, is a verb form implying 
completed action or an established condition. 

b. With the phrase the Lord reigns, the psalmist reinforced Yahweh’s dual roles as King 
and Creator. 

5. Say among the heathen the world also shall be established that it shall not be moved.  
a. Firmly established. Instead of the continuance of international chaos in human 

history, the world will be settled and efficiently managed by the Messiah in the 
millennial kingdom (Ps 2; Micah 4:1-5). 

b. Verse 10 – To be shaken often occurs in texts that describe the importance of false 
gods. The term reinforces the reliability of the Lord’s character and his commitment 
to creation (Ps 96:10; 99:1; 104:5). 

6. Say among the heathen the Lord shall judge the people righteously (v. 10). 
a. Verse 10 – The Lord is Judge of the earth, especially the nations (Ps 7:8; 58:11; 76:8; 

82:8; 94:2; 96:10; 98:9). 
b. Verse 10 – Judge the peoples righteously. Not only will the Lord establish 

international peace and stability in the future messianic kingdom, but He will also 
rule the world with impeccable justice (v. 13; Isaiah 11:1-5). 

D. Worship from Personified Nature – Verses 11-13 
1. With insight given by the Holy Spirit, the psalmist here interprets the wordless longing 

of the natural world around him. In his spirit he senses a hushed anticipation, like the 
stillness in a concert auditorium as the conductor with upraised baton surveys his 
orchestra to make sure that each player is ready for the opening note. Heaven above 
and earth beneath, seas and fields and trees, all await the coming of the Lord to restore 
to them what was lost through man’s fall. At that moment, like the orchestra as the 
baton descends, they will break forth into a symphony of praise and jubilation. 

2. Verses 11-12 – This is what even inanimate creation awaits (Romans 8:14-22). 
a. The personification of HEAVENS…EARTH…THE SEA…FIELDS and TREES in cosmic 

praise for the Lord recalls imagery from the prophet Isaiah (Is 44:23; 49:13). 
3. Verse 13 – He is coming. The rule of the Lord described in this psalm is not the present 

universal kingdom (Psalm 93) but one which will be established when Christ returns to 
earth. 

4. Verse 13 – Even though there will be a final judgment of the world in the future (96:13; 
98:9), God is currently executing His justice on the world as well since He is and has 
always been the judge of the earth (9:7-8; 94:2). 



5. How about you and me? Are we as ready as nature is for that great climax? May God 
grant that you and I be more expectant and excited than the trees and the fields and the 
seas and the heavens! 
a. 1 Timothy 6:11-14 – “11 But you, man of God, flee from these things, and pursue 

righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of 

the faith. Take hold of eternal life to which you were called and about which you have 

made a good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 In the presence of God, 

who gives life to all, and of Christ Jesus, who gave a good confession before Pontius 

Pilate, I charge you 14 to keep this command without fault or failure until the appearing of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 
b. 2 Timothy 4:1-8 – I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to 

judge the living and the dead, and because of His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach 

the word; be ready in season and out of season; correct, rebuke, and encourage with great 

patience and teaching. 3 For the time will come when people will not tolerate sound 

doctrine, but according to their own desires, will multiply teachers for themselves because 

they have an itch to hear what they want to hear. 4 They will turn away from hearing the 

truth and will turn aside to myths. 5 But as for you, exercise self-control in everything, 

endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 6 For I am already 

being poured out as a drink offering, and the time for my departure is close. 7 I have 

fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 There is reserved for 

me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on that 

day, and not only to me, but to all those who have loved His appearing.  

Great is our God and greatly to be praised. He is to be praised through singing. He is to be praised 
through giving. He is to be praised through worship. Great is our God and greatly to be praised. 
 
 


