
Give the king knowledge of Your judgments, O God (Elohim), 

And Your righteousness to the king’s son to guide all his ways. 
2  

May he judge Your people with righteousness, 

And Your afflicted with justice. 
3  

Let the mountains bring peace and prosperity to the people, 

And let the hills bring in the establishment of righteousness. 
4  

May he bring justice to the poor among the people (NASB: vindicate the afflicted), 

Save the children of the needy 

And crush the oppressor, 
5  

Let them fear (show awe-inspired reverence and worship with obedience) You  

while the sun endures,  

And as long as the moon reflects light, throughout all generations. 
6  

May he come down like rain on the mown grass, 

Like showers that water the earth. 
7  

In his days may the righteous flourish, 

And peace abound until the moon is no more. 
8  

May he also rule from sea to sea 

And from the River Euphrates to the ends of the earth. 
9  

The nomads of the desert will bow before him, 

And his enemies will lick the dust. 
10  

The kings of Tarshish and of the islands will bring offerings; 

The kings of Sheba and Seba will offer gifts. 
11  

Yes, all kings will bow down before him, 

All nations will serve him. 
12  

For he will rescue the needy when he cries for help, 

The afflicted and abused also, and him who has no helper. 
13  

He will have compassion on the poor and needy, 

And he will save the lives of the needy. 



14  

He will redeem their life from oppression and fraud and violence, 

And their blood will be precious in His sight. 
15  

So may he live, and may the gold of Sheba be given to him; 

And let them pray for him continually; 

Let them bless and praise him all day long. 
16  

There will be an abundance of grain in the soil on the top of the mountains; 

Its fruit will wave like [the cedars of] Lebanon, 

And those of the city will flourish like grass of the earth. 
17  

May his name endure forever; 

May his name continue as long as the sun; 

And let men bless themselves by him; 

Let all nations call him blessed. 
18  

Blessed be the LORD (JHWH) God (Elohim), the God (Elohim) of Israel, 

Who alone does wonderful things. 
72:1,18,18 – Elohim God, plural of majesty; plural in form but singular in meaning with a 
focus on great power, one characterized by greatness or power. Used of God 2,365 times. 
72:18 – JWHW, the Proper name of God – Used 6,469 times in the OT and 722 times in 
Psalms.       

       Knowledge and use of the name implies personal or covenant relationship; the name   
       pictures God as the one who exists and/or causes existence. 

19  

Blessed be His glorious name forever; 

And may the whole earth be filled with His glory. 

Amen and Amen. 
20  

The prayers of David son of Jesse are ended. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
THE JOB DESCRIPTION OF A RIGHTEOUS RULER 

Psalm 72 
 

Psalm 72 is one of the 11 Royal Psalms (2;18;20;21;45;72;89;101;110;132;144). Each has a direct 
application to the current king and a prophetic application that portrays Christ as the sovereign ruler. 
 

Psalms 72 and 127 were penned by Solomon. From the divine perspective, the Psalter points to God 
as its author. Approaching authorship from the human side one can identify a collection of more than 7 
composers. King David wrote at least 75 of the 150 psalms; the sons of Korah accounted for 10 (42,44-
49.84.85.87). Asaph contributed 12 (50,73-83). Other penmen included Moses (90), Henman (88) and 
Ethan (89). The remaining 48 psalms remain anonymous in their authorship, although Ezra is thought to 
be the author of some. The time range of the Psalms extends from Moses to the late sixth or early fifth 
century post-exilic period, which spans about 900 years of Jewish history. 
 
This psalm is a prayer that Solomon’s reign as king would be godly. While no NT writer applies any of the 
psalm to Christ, it clearly applies to Jesus Christ. The prayer that Solomon’s reign would be characterized 
by righteousness, peace, power, compassion, and prosperity is fulfilled by Jesus Christ in the millennium. 
This psalm describes a reign when God, the king, nature, all classes of society and foreign nations all live 
together in harmony. Today Psalm 72 provides a job description of a righteous ruler. It provides specific 
points to pray about as we uphold our civic, federal, and church leaders in prayer. 
 

I. A righteous ruler is to be concerned with righteousness (verses 1-4). 
A. Give the king Your judgments (verse 1) – A prayer that the king would faithfully mediate 

God’s justice on the nation. 
B. The king’s son (verse 1) is Solomon, emphasizing his bond with the Davidic dynasty; but 

it also anticipates Messiah’s reign as the culmination of the Davidic Covenant. 
C. Justice and righteousness are the dominant terms in these verses. They refer to the 

king’s role of dispensing God’s justice. The king of Israel was to function as the Lord’s 
royal representative and co-regent over His kingdom. When the king and the people 
were obedient, the Lord would bring well-being to the land (verse 16). 

D. Righteousness is the plank in the platform that no political candidate has ever had 
(verses 1-3). 
1. Righteousness – conformity to an ethical or moral standard 
2. How does the man conform with what the Bible teaches? 
3. Lev 19:15 states that a leader is to make decisions according to truth and without 

partiality. 
4. The source of this righteous conduct is the bestowal of God’s judgments or laws and 

righteousness on his people (verses 1-2). 
E. When the king rules with justice and compassion, the earth itself radiates well-being 

(verse 3). 
II. A righteous ruler is to be concerned with peace (verses 5-7). 

A. He will generate a godly fear for the laws of the land (verse 5). 
1. He will take a strong position on punishment of crime. 
2. Punishment of crime and of sin is good prevention. 
3. “While the sun endures” refers to a long reign or to a long dynasty, similar to the 

request that the king have a long life. 



B. His rule will be as gentle and fruitful as the springtime rains upon the grass (verse 6). 
1. Rain symbolizes blessing and is used here to request that the king’s reign be blessed 

with well-being (verse 7). 
C. All good men will prosper exceedingly (verse 7). 

1. “Until the moon is no more.” Primarily referring to the length of the Davidic dynasty 
and specifically to the messianic reign (2 Sam 7:16; Ps 89:3,4,29,36,37; Luke 1:30-
33). Jeremiah also makes the same kind of observation (Jer 33:23-26). 

D. He will bring peace to the people (verses 3,7). 
1. Peace comes as men are abiding to and following the righteous standard. 

III. A righteous ruler is to be concerned with power (verses 8-11). 
A. His reign will extend to the ends of the earth (verse 8). 

1. This verse is quoted in Revelation 11:15 of Christ. It will not be fulfilled until the 
millennial reign of Christ. 

2. All who function in public areas are to be righteous in all they do – not for all they 
do. 

3. Jeremiah 22:1-4 declares that justice and righteousness together mean to deliver 
the weak, to do no violence to them, nor to shed innocent blood. 

B. All nations will give him gifts and serve him (verses 10-11). 
1. “Lick the dust” is a symbol of humiliation in utter defeat (verse 9).   
2. Verse 10 – Tarshish is a representative of the enemies of God. Countries near and 

far which brought tribute to Solomon. Tarshish is Spain. Sheba in southern Arabia is 
modern Yemen, and Seba is Ethiopia in north African nation. 

3. We need leaders that will cause the rest of the world to respect the United States. 
4. Our leaders should make other countries cater to us, not us to them. 
5. While taking the hard line, he must also be compassionate. 
6. Verse 11 makes the point that these places represent all kings and all nations. 
7. Israel will have dominion over all nations. 
8. Verse 11 will not occur until the millennial reign.  

IV. A righteous ruler is to be concerned with compassion (verses 12-15). 
A. He will assist the poor, needy and oppressed (verses 4, 12-14). 

1. All oppressors will be crushed (verse 4). 
2. The poor, helpless and afflicted are the downtrodden in society. If a king rendered 

justice to the poor, his reign would be particularly blessed (Prov 29:14). 
3. The righteous man delivers the poor and orphan, helps the blind, supports the weak 

and is a provider to the poor. 
4. Righteousness consists in obedience to God’s law and conformity to God’s nature, 

having mercy for the needy and helpless. 
B. All peoples will bless and praise him – long live the king (verse 15). 

1. God’s representative in any age needs and deserves the prayers and praises of his 
subjects. 

V. A righteous ruler is to be concerned with prosperity (verses 16-17). 
A. His name will be honored and will continue forever (verse 17). 

1. The man who is righteous tries to preserve the peace and prosperity of the 
community by fulfilling the commands of God in regard to others. 

2. These blessings recall those promised to Israel in God’s covenant (Dt 28:2-24). 
3. 72:17 – “Lengthening of life” seems to be related to the king’s victory over his 

enemies. To suffer defeat often meant to be killed, especially in the case of kings 
who led their own armies. Long life was apparently a common aim in prayer offered 



for kings (61:6; 72:17;1 King 3:11,14) and in a broader sense, this related not just to 
them but to their dynasties as well. 

B. It is important what others think of you. 
1. “Name” represents reputation and fame. It is significant that the name of the king 

and the name of the Lord are intertwined in praise. 
2. The ultimate fulfillment of this verse in in Christ in the millennial reign. 

VI. A righteous ruler is to be concerned with doxology (verses 18-20). 
 

VII. Psalm 72:18-20 – The 150 canonical psalms were organized quite early into 5 books. Each of 
these books ends with a doxology (Ps 41:13; 72:18-20; 89:52; 106:48; 150:6). Jewish 
tradition appealed to the number 5 and alleged that these divisions echoed the Pentateuch, 
i.e. the 5 books of Moses. It is true that there are clusters of psalms, such as 1) those drawn 
together by an association with an individual or group (the sons of Korah 42-49; Asaph 73-
83), 2) those dedicated to a particular function (songs of ascents 120-134), or 3) those 
devoted explicitly to praise worship (146-150). But no one configuration key unlocks the 
mystery as to the organizing theme of this 5-book arrangement. Thus, there is no 
identifiable thematic structure to the entire collection of Psalms. 

Word Study on Hallelujah 
The name JAH, which Psalm 68:4 exhorts us to praise the Lord, is a contracted form of Jehovah, or 
Yahweh, which is the commonly used name of the self-existing, self-revealing God, usually shown as 
LORD in English. When combined with the Hebrew verb for “praise” (hallal), it becomes “hallelujah,” 
meaning “Praise ye the LORD”. 
It is no coincidence that hallelujah occurs exactly 22 times in the book of Psalms, also known as the book 
of the Praises of Israel, for there are exactly 22 letters in the Hebrew alphabet, the language which God 
used to reveal His eternal word (Psalm 119:89) to man. This serves to remind us that the very purpose of 
human languages is to praise the Lord who created us and has died to redeem us. 
The first occurrence in the psalms of hallelujah is translated as “Praise ye the Lord” and occurs right at 
the end of the great psalm extolling God’s creation, the flood, and providential care of the post-flood 
world (Psalm 104:35). 
It is noteworthy that the last ten occurrences of hallelujah are at the introduction and closing of each of 
the last five psalms (Psalms 146-150). These last five psalms comprise a grand epilogue to the five books 
of the Psalms, each of which ends with a glorious and eternal doxology (Psalm 41:13; 72:19; 89:52; 
106:48; 145:21). The word praise occurs more in the book of Psalms than in all the rest of the Bible put 
together, so it is appropriate that its conclusion should be on such a high note of praise. Finally, the very 
last verse of the Psalms cries out: “Let everything that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the LORD 
(Psalm 150:6). Hallelujah. 
 
In a few short months, in November, we will have a mid-term election. When you begin to consider the 
candidates, Psalm 72 is a good place to turn as you ask if the candidate is concerned about 
righteousness, peace, power, compassion and prosperity. Does this candidate practice doxology? 
 
 
 


