
Hear my voice, O Elohim, in my complaint (troubled thoughts); 

Guard, preserve my life from the terror, dread, fear of the enemy. 
2  

Hide me from the secret counsel, plot and conspiracy of the ungodly, wicked, 

From the scheming (rebellion) of those who do wrong, workers of iniquity 
3  

Who have sharpened their tongues like a sword. 

They aim venomous, bitter words as arrows, 
4  

To shoot from ambush at the blameless [one]; 

Suddenly they shoot at him, without fear. 
5  

They encourage themselves in [their pursuit of] an evil agenda; 

They talk of laying snares secretly; 

They say, “Who will discover us?” 
6  

They devise acts of injustice, (iniquities), saying, 

“We are ready with a well-conceived (shrewd) plan.” 

For the inward thought and the heart of a man are deep (mysterious, unsearchable). 
7  

But Elohim will shoot them with an [unexpected] arrow; 

Suddenly they will be wounded. 
8  

So God will make them stumble over their own tongue; 

All who gaze at them will shake the head [in scorn]. 
9  

Then all men will fear [God’s judgment]; 

They will declare the work of Elohim, 

And they will consider and wisely acknowledge what He has done. 
10  

The righteous will rejoice in the JHWH and take refuge (trust) in Him; 

All the upright in heart will glory and offer praise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 64 
FEAR 

The Bible has much to say about fear. The word fear occurs three times in Psalm 64 and 395 times in the 
Bible. Twenty-two different OT words and 8 NT words are translated “fear.” Throughout the Bible we 
see the concept, “Fear not for I am with thee,” reiterated by God. We can claim this truth today. In a 
time of distress causing fear, the best place to be standing is on the promises of God, for there you can 
never be moved. In the face of defeat and discouragement God has promised to be your help (Psalm 
60), your high rock (Psalm 61), and your defense (Psalm 62). Is it any wonder David bursts forth in praise 
for his praiseworthy Lord! God will satisfy the thirsty (Psalm 63) and deliver the downcast (Psalms 64,65) 
and broadcast His mighty works throughout the land (Psalm 66). In Psalm 64:1, David is asking God to 
make him so secure that he has no occasion to fear his enemies. Fear’s goal is self-preservation. 
 

I. In response to fear we need to consider its source. David used the term fear sixty times in 
Psalms. 
A. Verse 1 - “Preserve my life from fear of the enemy.” 

1. This word for fear means dread and is a different Hebrew word than the fear in 
verses 4 and 9.   

2. The psalmist recognized that the fear of an enemy can be as destructive as an actual 
assault. 

3. Gideon caused fear as each lantern indicated there was one thousand men behind 
it. The fear of 360,000 Israelites attacking caused the Midianites to kill each other in 
an attempt to escape. 

B. In this psalm, it is not a man that David desires to be delivered from but the attitude or 
emotion of fear. 

C. The attitude of fear is not from God. 
2 Timothy 1:7 - For God has not given us the attitude of fear: but of power, and of love, 
and of a logical mind. 
1. Only time this word is found in the Bible – It has the idea of timidity and cowardice. 
2. The adjectival form deilos is used in Rev 21:8 where the fearful are the first ones 

listed. 
3. Being timid is an attribute of the unbeliever. Boldness is an attribute of the godly. 

D. Rather than David having the emotion of timidity and fear, he is asking God to cause his 
enemies to fear (verses 4,9). 

II. In response to fear we need to consider its solution. 
A. Psalm 64:1,7,9 - Elohim God, plural of majesty; plural in form but singular in meaning 

with a focus on great power, one characterized by greatness or power. Used of God 
2,365 times. 

B. Psalm 64:10 - JHWH - The Proper name of God – Used 6,469 times in the OT and 722 
times in Psalms. Knowledge and use of the name implies personal or covenant 
relationship, the name pictures God as the one who exists and/or causes existence. 

III. The devious ways of the wicked, especially their speech is found in verses 3-5,8. 
A. Psalm 64:3 - a sharpened tongue is a common image for destructive speech (Psalm 52:2; 

55:21; 57:4; 140:3).  
1. Human speech, symbolized by the tongue, has the power of death (Prov 18:21). 

B. Their intent was to slander with their speech (Ps 59:7). 
C. Sins of the tongue are again condemned. In Psalm 59:11-12, David asks that the 

punishment of the wicked would be such as to teach the people the seriousness of sins 
of speech. 



IV. Verse 4 - The wicked act anonymously. 
A. “Shooting from concealed places” pictures the enemies hiding in ambush and waiting to 

strike without notice (Ps 10:8; 11:2). This was not open conflict but guerrilla warfare. 
B. “Not afraid” is an abbreviated way to say no dread of God (36:1). 

V. Verse 5 - Who will see? This was a question of brazen autonomy. They mock the 
omniscience of God (Ps 59:7). The enemies did not believe God was paying attention. 

VI. Verse 6 - Inward thought…heart…deep. The evil intent of the unrighteous flows from inward 
depravity. 
A. The heart is mysterious in the sense that it is full of concealed wickedness, as revealed 

in actions (Prov 12:20; Jer 17:9). 
VII. Verse 7 - God shall shoot…arrow. The arrows of God, as OT history demonstrates, include 

natural judgments such as deadly disease, defeat, and calamity. 
A. God takes on the role of warrior (Ps 7:12), with the picture of Him shooting arrows at 

the psalmist’s enemies, even while they were hiding and waiting to shoot the innocent 
(verse 4). 

VIII. Psalm 64:8 - Shaking their heads was a physical gesture often associated with sneering and 
mocking (44:14; 64:8). This disgrace was in direct contrast to the fact that the Lord had kept 
Israel from disgrace (Psalm 22:5). The thought that the Lord would not rescue one of His 
own was a common assumption by Israel’s enemies (Psalms 3;2; 71:11). 
A. A common Biblical motif is that the devices of the wicked will be turned against them 

(Neh 4:4; Ps 5:10; 37:15; 64:8). Their own tongues will eventually trip them up. 
B. Stumble…own tongue. God providentially steers the plots of the wicked to their own 

demise. 
C. The phrase “tongues work against them” may be a reference to the enemies’ provoking 

God through their destructive speech.   
IX. Verse 9 - shall declare. Believers should glorify God, not only for His love and mercy, but also 

for His marvelous acts of judgment on the wicked. 
A. One of the purposes in God’s punishment of the wicked is to teach others. 

X. This psalm begins with a vivid description of the devious ways of the wicked, especially their 
speech (verses 3-5,8). Still, the psalmist does not fear that God will lose control of the 
situation. After seeing His justice at work, the righteous will be glad and trust all the more in 
Him (verse 10). 

 
Verses 1-6 address the malevolent ingenuity of the wicked. In contrast, verses 7-10 address the 
memorable reciprocation by the Lord. Both are part of everyday life. We can choose which section 
in which to live. 

 


