
1 To You belongs silence and praise is due and fitting to You, O God, in Zion; and to You 

shall the vow be performed. 

2 O You Who hear prayer, to You shall all humanity come. 

3 Iniquities and much varied guilt prevail against me; [yet] as for our transgressions, You 

forgive and purge them away [make atonement for them and cover them out of Your 

sight]! 

4 Blessed is the man whom You choose and cause to come near, that he may dwell in 

Your courts! We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Your holy temple. 

5 By fearful, glorious, awesome deeds do You answer us in righteousness (rightness and 

justice), O God of our salvation, You Who are the confidence and hope of all the ends of 

the earth and of those far off on the seas; 

6 Who by [Your] might have founded the mountains, being girded with power, 

7 Who still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the tumult of the 

peoples, 

8 So that those who dwell in earth’s farthest parts are afraid of [nature’s] signs of Your 

presence. You make the places where morning and evening have birth to shout for joy. 

9 You visit the earth and saturate it with water; You greatly enrich it; the river of God is 

full of water; You provide them with grain when You have so prepared the earth. 

10 You water the field’s furrows abundantly, You settle the ridges of it; You make the soil 

soft with showers, blessing the sprouting of its vegetation. 

11 You crown the year with Your bounty and goodness, and the tracks of Your [chariot 

wheels] drip with fatness. 

12 The [luxuriant] pastures in the uncultivated country drip [with moisture], and the hills 

gird themselves with joy. 

13 The meadows are clothed with flocks, the valleys also are covered with grain; they 

shout for joy and sing together. 
 

 
 
 
 



PRAISE TO GOD FOR HIS SALVATION AND PROVIDENCE 
Psalm 65 

Many of the Psalms are a lament. This is a praise psalm, full of hopeful, confident, even enthusiastic 
feelings in response to God’s goodness with no complaints or curses. The setting is a celebration at the 
tabernacle, perhaps at the Feast of Unleavened Bread in the spring or the feast of Tabernacles in the 
fall. In this thanksgiving hymn, David praises God for His favor, for His greatness and for His harvest.  
Thus, God is magnified as Redeemer, Creator, and Provider. 

I. PRAISE GOD FOR HIS FAVOR AS REDEEMER – Verses 1-4 

A. Silence – the submissive wonder of reverence which bursts forth into praise 
B. 65:1,5,9 – Elohim God, plural of majesty; plural in form but singular in meaning with a 

focus on great power, one characterized by greatness or power. Used of God 2,365 
times. 

C. Verse 1 – Zion is the hill in Jerusalem where Israel worshiped Jehovah, but also 
synonymous with the Promised Land (Ps 3:4; 9:12; 24:3; 48:2; 68:5) and the city of 
Jerusalem. 

D. Verse 1 – Vow performed. This is likely a reference to vows made by the farmers 
because of an abundant harvest (Ps 56:12; 61:8). Vows were often used in the context 
of prayer and were fulfilled with thank offerings. 

E. Verse 2 – All humanity will come. Reference to the future millennial kingdom when all 
the world will worship the Lord (Zech 14:16-19). 

F. Verse 3 – Atonement. “The word,” found 3 times in the Psalms (78:38; 79:9), means to 
cover away sin and cleanse from its effects. When sin is its object as here, it is another 
way of describing forgiveness. In the OT, atonement was symbolized in sacrificial ritual 
though actual forgiveness of sin was ultimately based on the death of Christ applied to 
the penitent sinner (Hebrews 9). 

G. Verse 4 – Blessed. Happy, fortunate, to be envied 
H. Verse 4 – “In your courts” is equivalent to house and temple, all of which represent 

being in the Lord’s presence. 
I. Verse 4 – “The goodness” probably refers to spiritual refreshment that a person 

experiences in God’s presence. This is often pictured as a feast and may refer to a 
sacrificial meal. 

II. PRAISE GOD FOR HIS GREATNESS AS CREATOR – Verses 5-8 
J. Verses 5-8 – The language here is reminiscent of other texts where the Lord 

demonstrates his power over all the earth because all of it is his by right of creation.  
The connection between “roar of the seas” and “tumult of the nations” is significant 
since the nations are often represented by the restless and chaotic sea. 

K. The fearful, glorious, awesome deeds of God terrify the wicked but make the godly sing 
praises. 

L. Psalm 65:5 – Hope Batach Trust, be confident, bold, secure, safety   
M. Verse 5 – Unlike local heathen gods, Jehovah God is not just the God of a single locality.  

The universal worship of the Lord is required of all men (Rom 1:18-32) and will be a 
reality in the messianic era when the kingdom of God will cover the earth (Isa 2:1-4; 
Zech 14:9).  

N. Verse 8 – Outgoings…morning…evening. The nations who live in the East where the sun 
first makes its morning appearance and those who live in the West where the sun 
disappears into darkness rejoice in the Lord. 

III. THE RIVER OF GOD FLOWS IN THE EMOTIONAL DESERT. 
A. Praise – Verse 1 



B. Contentment – Verse 4 
C. Confidence – Verse 5 
D. Quietness – Verse 6 
E. Shout for joy and sing – Verse 13 

IV. THE RIVER OF GOD FLOWS IN THE SPIRITUAL DESERT 
A. God does hear prayer – Verse 2 – “O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all flesh 

come.” 
There come times in each life when loneliness overshadows like a cloud and no one is 
there to listen and provide counsel. Or perhaps there is some problem so personal and 
intimate that it seems unfitting or too embarrassing to share with anyone else.  
But God will listen! No need is so small, no place too remote, no burden too heavy, that 
He who is the “God of all grace” (1 Peter 5:10) and “the God of all comfort” (2 
Corinthians 1:3) will not listen and care. “The Lord will hear when I call unto Him” (Psalm 
4:3). 
Young people sometimes complain that their parents won’t listen to them. Wives may 
say their husbands don’t listen. Sometimes it seems that no one will listen to our 
questions or ideas about anything. But “the LORD is near unto all them that call upon 
Him, to all that call upon Him in truth” (Psalm 145:18).  Therefore, “pour out your heart 
before Him: God is a refuge for us. Selah” (Psalm 62:8). 
But how can He listen? After all, God is far away upon His throne. The risen Savior 
ascended far above all heavens, to sit down at the right hand of the majesty on high.  
How can the Father hear when we whisper a prayer in our hearts that no human could 
hear? 
God is, indeed, up there, but He is also right here! In John 16:7, Jesus said: “It is 
expedient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the comforter will not come unto 
you; but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.” Our God is a triune God, and He can be 
both in Heaven and in our room, and even, as the Holy Spirit, within our very hearts. Of 
course, Psalm 66:18 reminds us “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear 
me.” But for those who confess and forsake their sins, “His ears are open unto their 
prayers (1 Peter 3:12). 

B. God does forgive – Verse 3 
V. PRAISE GOD FOR HIS HARVEST AS PROVIDER – Verses 9-13 

A. Many years ago, a great pioneer missionary named Johanna Veenstra told about her 
work in Africa. Miss Veenstra spoke of the terrible drought that often came to her 
region. But no matter how parched the land became, a large stream, fed from the 
springs of a nearby mountain, never ran dry. She said the people rejoiced because they 
could always quench their thirst from that unending source. Then, quoting Psalm 65:9, 
she pointed out that when the pleasures of life run dry and we find ourselves in the arid 
regions, the river of God remains full of water. In such times of trial, we can always go to 
Him and find refreshment for our souls.   
1. If you are experiencing drought in your life, don’t despair. There is a source of 

continuing renewal and satisfaction. 
2. You will find the comfort and help you need in the Lord. He will never disappoint 

you. 
3. Your thirst will be quenched, for the river of God is always full. In every desert of 

calamity, God has an oasis of comfort. 
B. Verse 9 – The first part of this verse is a summary statement, illustrated in the many 

examples given through verse 13. God’s presence provides the harvest of field and flock. 



C. Verses 9-10 – “Visit” describes God’s grace and provision, especially in times of need.  
Since water is the sustainer of life, God’s provision of water identifies Him as the source 
and sustainer of life. 

D. The inexhaustible river of God, watering the whole Earth, is nothing less than the 
refreshing rains coming down from the heavens, visiting the earth on its amazing 
journey to the oceans, whence it flows back up to the skies again. This river incorporates 
all the rivers of earth, yet it is like no other river, for once it reaches the ocean, then it 
rises into the heavens, there to flow back over the thirsty ground and finally descend 
once more on its endless journey. 
Thereby does God also prepare corn to feed man and beast. The word “corn” in verse 9 
refers generically to any of the cereal grains which provide the basic foodstuffs for 
people and animals all over the world. This is implied in the creation passage itself “And 
God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all 
the earth….And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb 
for meat” (Genesis 1:29,30). 
This is God’s wonderful life-giving river. “He watereth the hills from His chambers: the 
earth is satisfied with the fruit of thy works. He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, 
and herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth food out of the earth (Psalm 
104:13,14). The Creator is also the Sustainer (Colossians 1:16,17). 

E. The River of God Flows in the Physical Desert – Verses 11-13 
1. In a day when we are bombarded with dire warnings about overpopulations, we 

must remind ourselves that God, who created and sustains everything, is a God of 
abundance. The psalmist praised Him for His generous provisions for His creatures.  
So how are we to explain the fierce hunger and starvation that so many people 
endure? Is this tragedy due to God’s failure to provide? NO! Hunger, starvation, and 
inability to provide is a result of political and personal structures that ignore God’s 
principles for the care of the earth and its inhabitants, not population problems. 
A. The Cause of Physical Lack 

1. Population 
a. The Earth is able to sustain as many people as God allows to live on it. 
b. A report from the Harvard Center for Population Studies attests to the 

earth’s enormous potential to sustain life. The report estimates that 
about ¼ of the ice-free land areas of the world can produce food 
sufficient for 40 billion people. The world population today is around 7.9 
billion people. 

2. Political 
a. The government is not obligated to care for those in need. 
b. In many countries where starvation is rampant, biblical Christianity is 

nonexistent. Historically, when Biblical Christianity is introduced, the 
standard of living in society increases while those lacking basic human 
needs decreases. 

3. Personal 
a. If you do not work, you do not eat (2 Thess 3:10-12). In the OT, the less 

fortunate had to harvest the grain left for them. 
b. Sin has wages – consequences. 



c. 1 Tim. 6:10 – “For the love of money is the root of all sorts of evil:  
which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” 

F. The Earth Is Overflowing with Blessing 
1. Verse 11 – Paths drip with abundance. Like a farm wagon dropping its overflow 

along the cart path. 
2. Verses 11-13 – “Crown the year with your goodness” refers to a year adorned with 

blessings. The repetition of overflow symbolizes abundance of blessing. This also 
relates to the image of water flowing all over the land, not as a disastrous flood but 
as that which brings sustenance to all living things. 

G. Christians should join the psalmist in praising God for the way He provides. Because of 

Him the “Pastures are clothed with flocks: the valleys also are covered with grain.” He 

gives our lives meaning and fulfillment. Our hearts should be filled with praise and 

thanksgiving for all that God has given to us! Since He provides so abundantly for His 

creatures, let us show our gratitude by our willingness to meet the needs of those 

around us. God’s store never has empty shelves. 

1. God fed the 5,000 because they were hungry. As they ate, he preached to them.  

Every healing included a spiritual message. 

2. In 1 Corinthians 16, Paul was taking up an offering for the poor saints in Jerusalem. 

3. We have a benevolence fund. 

4. Mission Dignity is part of the mission budget. 

H. Verse 13 – “The pastures are clothed with flocks: the valleys also are covered over with 

corn; they shout for joy, they also sing.” 

This is the concluding verse of the beautiful 65th psalm, climaxing a remarkable series of 

testimonies about God’s providential care of His creation. In this final figure, the lands 

are pictured as clothed in beautiful, living garments – garments which shout and sing in 

joyful praise to their Maker. 

The figure would be better appreciated in Biblical times, or in certain lands where flocks 

of sheep are so abundant that they literally seem to cover the pasture lands in wool.  

The flocks first provide a metaphorical garment for the pastures, then literal clothing for 

men and women. Similarly, the fertile valleys ae everywhere arrayed in golden grain, 

which later provides food for both the animals and human beings. 

And the sounds of the earth are like music as the song so eloquently expresses it. For 

those with ears to hear and eyes to see, praise is everywhere being offered up to our 

great Creator and faithful Sustainer by the very creation itself. 

In Matthew 6:28-30, Jesus also spoke of the beautiful garments of creation: “And why 

take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil 

not, neither do they spin: And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was 

not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothed the grass of the field, which 

today is, and tomorrow is cast into the oven, shall He not much more clothe you, O ye of 

little faith?” 

Psalm 66:1,4 continue where Psalm 65 ends. “Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye 

lands…All the earth shall worship thee. 



What lesson can we learn from Psalm 65? In every desert of calamity, God is an oasis of comfort. God’s 

store never has empty shelves. 


