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Psalm 94 

O JHWH, the El of vengeance, 

    O El of vengeance, let your glorious justice shine forth! 
2 Arise, O Judge of the earth. Give the proud what they deserve. 
3 How long, O JHWH? How long will the wicked be allowed to gloat? 
4 How long will they speak with arrogance? How long will these evil people boast? 
5 They crush your people, JHWH, hurting those you claim as your own. 
6 They kill widows and foreigners and murder orphans. 
7 “The YHWH isn’t looking,” they say, “and besides, the Elohim of Israel doesn’t care.” 
8 Think again, you fools! When will you finally catch on? 
9 Is he deaf—the one who made your ears? Is he blind—the one who formed your eyes? 
10 He punishes the nations—won’t he also punish you? 

    He knows everything—doesn’t he also know what you are doing? 
11 The JHWH knows people’s thoughts; he knows they are worthless! 
12 Joyful are those you discipline, JHWH, those you teach with your instructions. 
13 You give them relief from troubled times until a pit is dug to capture the wicked. 
14 The JHWH will not reject his people; he will not abandon his special possession. 
15 Judgment will again be founded on justice, 

    and those with virtuous hearts will pursue it. 
16 Who will protect me from the wicked? 

    Who will stand up for me against evildoers? 
17 Unless the JHWH had helped me,  

    I would soon have settled in the silence of the grave. 
18 I cried out, “I am slipping!” but your unfailing love, O LORD, supported me. 
19 When doubts filled my mind, your comfort gave me renewed hope and cheer. 
20 Can unjust leaders claim that God is on their side— 

    leaders whose decrees permit injustice? 
21 They gang up against the righteous and condemn the innocent to death. 
22 But the JHWH is my fortress; my Elohim is the mighty rock where I hide. 
23 Elohim will turn the sins of evil people back on them. 

    He will destroy them for their sins. The JHWH our Elohim will destroy them. 
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GOD TAKES CARE OF THE RIGHTEOUS 
The psalmist knew a God of incomparable greatness. A God of eternity (Psalm 90), security (Psalm 91), 
righteousness (Psalm 92), sovereignty (Psalm 93) and vengeance (Psalm 94) surely is worthy of worship 
(Psalm 95) and exaltation (Psalm 96), for He is far above all other so-called gods (Psalm 97). Psalms 90-
93 are about the works of God. Psalms 94-97 are about the worship of God. 
 
The psalmist’s urgent concern in Psalm 94 is that the righteous are being oppressed, the wicked are 
prospering and it does not look as though God cares. The psalmist thus pleads with God to punish the 
wicked. The Ryrie Study Bible outlines this lament as follows: The charge against the wicked (vv. 1-7). 
The call to the wicked (vv. 8-11). The confidence of the psalmist in God’s justice (vv. 12-23). The 
MacArthur Study Bible outlines the Psalm: Address to God (vv. 1-2). Arrogance of the Wicked (vv. 3-7). 
Admonition to the Foolish (vv. 8-11). Assurance for the Righteous (vv. 12-15). Advocacy from God (vv. 
16-23). 

I. VENGEANCE BELONGS TO THE LORD GOD 
A. The God of Vengeance 

1. JHWH LORD, the proper name of God – Used 6,823 times in the OT, 722 times in 
Psalms and 11 times in this psalm (vv. 1,3,5,7,11,12,14,17,18,22,23). Knowledge and 
use of the name implies personal or covenant relationship; the name pictures God 
as the one who exists and/or causes existence. The most significant name for God in 
the O.T., it has a twofold meaning: the active, self-existent One (Exodus 3:14 – I AM 
THE I AM) and Israel’s Redeemer. The name is especially associated with God’s 
holiness, His hatred of sin, and His gracious provision of redemption. 

2. 94:1,1 – El God, the Mighty one, as a title of majesty and power, used 231 times.   
3. Vengeance from God is not in the sense of uncontrolled vindictiveness, but in the 

sense of just retribution by the Eternal Judge for trespasses against His law. 
Vengeance generally describes God’s judgment on the nations; rarely does the term 
apply to Israel. 

4. Shine forth. The psalmist requested an epiphany, make an appearance; he may even 
be asking for a theophany, the Lord’s return to rescue His people.  

B. God will judge the earth (v. 2a). 
1. God as judge of the world, especially the nations, is a major theme of Scripture (Ps 

7:8; 58:11; 76:8; 82:8; 96:10; 98:9). 
2. The phrase GOD STANDS indicates sentencing or JUDGMENT in progress since 

judges normally sat. Even though there will be a final judgment of the world in the 
future (Psalms 96:13; 98:9), God is currently executing His justice on the world as 
well since He is and has always been the judge of the earth (Psalm 94:2). 

3. God’s judgment on the wicked will be a lesson for all people. The lessons are that 
the Lord is a God of justice, and He is not distant and removed but is involved in 
matters on earth (Psalms 58:11; 82:8; Gen 18:25). 

C. God will judge the proud (v. 2b). 
D. The wicked are (vv. 3-8). 

1. 94:3 – The question how long is not uncommon in the lament psalms (Psalms 6:3; 
14:1-2; 35:17; 74:10; 79:5; 80:4). It speaks of a very intense desire for deliverance, 
and this desire soon bordered on impatience. 

2. The wicked are arrogant (v. 4). 
a. Their speech is the empty, incessant babbling of the arrogant and deceitful. 
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3. The wicked are cruel (vv. 5-6). 
a. They break into pieces your people. 
b. They oppress your heritage. 
c. Ah Nah – afflict, oppress, humble, rape. Used in Psalms 15 times, 79 times in the 

OT. In the intensive it means carry out raids against (Num 24:24), mistreat (Ex 
22:22) or overwhelm (Ps 88:7). God humbled people (Deut 8:2) or broke their 
strength (Ps 102:23). He used affliction to do so (Dt 8:2-16). Israelites practiced 
self-denial (Lev 23:29) or denied themselves (Is 58:3) in order to become 
humble (Lv 16:29). Anah is to make helpless (Judges 16:5) or hurt (Ps 105:18). 
Sexually it implies violating (Dt 22:24). One rapes and abuses others (Judg 20:5; 
19:24), disgracing them (2 Sam 13:12,22). A passive infinitive connotes hardship 
(Ps 132:1). Reflexives mean to humble oneself (Ex 10:3) or suffer (1 Kings 2:26). 
The regular verb indicates to be subdued (Is 31:4). It, along with passive verbs, 
denotes to be afflicted (Ps 119:107) or suffer affliction (Ps 107:17). Causatives 
involve humiliating others (Ps 55:19), silencing songs (Is 25:5) or submitting to 
authority (Gen 16:9). 

d. 94:6 – The enemy seeks to obliterate God’s people (Ps 143:3). The evildoers 
target the weakest and most vulnerable groups (fatherless and widows) in 
society. The Lord Himself took on the role of their defender (Ps 68:5-6; 146:8-9). 

4. The wicked are foolish - thinking that God does not know what they are doing (vv. 
7,11). 
a. 94:7 – Sinners foolishly think they are safe and there is none to judge them. 
b. 94:7,22,23 – Elohim God, plural of majesty; plural in form but singular in 

meaning with a focus on great power; one characterized by greatness or power.  
Used of God 2,365 times. 

c. The LORD does not see. An autonomous and atheistic attitude. These are not 
atheists, but blasphemers.  

E. The designed creation (vv. 8-9) 
1. Understand, ye brutish among the people: and ye fools, when will ye be wise? He 

that planted the ear, shall He not hear? He that formed the eye, shall He not see? 
(KJV) 
Think again, you fools! When will you finally catch on?  Is he deaf-the one who made 
your ears? Is he blind-the one who formed your eyes? (NLT) 

F. God hears what is said (v. 9a). 
G. God sees what is done (v. 9b). 
H. God will correct (v. 10a). 
I. God knows what is thought (vv. 10b-11). 

1. Thoughts of man…are futile. The wicked designs of the human mind amount to 
nothing (Ps 92:5; 1 Cor 3:20). 

II. CHASTENING BELONGS TO THE LORD GOD – Verses 12-15 
A. God will DISCIPLINE those He loves, correcting and instructing them in order to bring 

them back into relationship with Him (Heb 12:3-13). God recognizes humanity’s 
inherent weaknesses. 

B. Chastening brings blessing (v. 12a). 
1. Blessed. To be blessed was to be wise and prosperous in life, as a result of the 

instruction of God. 
C. Chastening brings instruction (v. 12b). 
D. Chastening brings deliverance (v. 13a). 
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1. Anyone is blessed by a degree of peace in troubled times until the wicked are 
removed. 

E. Chastening brings vindication (vv. 13b-15a). 
1. 94:14 – Despite Israel’s disobedience, God has not rejected His people. God has a 

permanent commitment to His people, Israel, established through a covenant based 
on His abiding love. This important truth serves as a doctrinal basis for Psalms 93-
100 and was intended to encourage the nation during difficult times. Paul refers to 
this in Romans 11:1 as he assures the future salvation of Israel. 

2. Compare verse 14 with verse 5. If the Lord were to abandon His people, injustice 
would reign over them forever. 

F. Chastening brings direction (v. 15b). 
III. HELP BELONGS TO THE LORD GOD – Verses 16-19 

A. Verses 16-19 – The Lord sustains the righteous in their battle with the wicked. 
B. Verses 16-23 – We can count on God to take a stand for us against our enemies. When 

we stumble into temptation or trials, He is there to keep us from falling. Because He is 
our defender, He does not allow sin to destroy us beyond hope. Knowing that God is so 
involved in our lives should encourage us to live for Him. 

C. Rely on God’s help (vv. 16-17). 
D. When I make a mistake, I need to rely on God’s mercy (v. 18). 
E. When confused, I need to rely on God’s comfort (v. 19). 

1. When doubts filled my mind, your comfort gave me renewed hope and cheer. (NLT) 
In the multitude of my anxieties within me, Your comforts delight my soul. (KJV) 

2. A mother was trying to calm her fretful little daughter who had climbed up on her 
lap. Soon her loving embrace and tender caresses had quieted the 4-year-old’s 
uneasiness. But the mother herself was grieving because of the recent death of her 
own dear mother. Looking up, the little girl saw her moist eyes and asked sweetly, 
“Mama, do you want to be holded too?” The mother’s tears began to flow freely, 
and the child hugged her and whispered, “Mama, God will hold you, won’t He?” 
Those words consoled her. 
How reassuring to know that our Lord is the “God of all comfort” (2 Cor. 1:3). 
Although we may be greatly perplexed and sorrowful, His ways are always right and 
gracious. Rather than complaining, we should be trusting Him no matter how 
severely our faith is tested. God is good, and heaven will one day reveal that His 
purpose was never to hurt us but always to bless us. We must therefore cast all our 
care upon the Lord, believing that He is holding us even when we do not feel it. 
There is solid comfort in that reality. 
Troubled Christian, turn your problems over to the loving Savior. It’s the only way to 
find peace of mind. Then with the psalmist, you too will be able to say, “In the 
multitude of my anxieties within me, Your comforts delight my soul.” 
Give me a spirit of peace, dear Lord, ‘Mid the storms and tempests that roll, 
That I may find rest and quiet within, A calm buried deep in my soul. 

3. The God who washes away our sins also wipes away our tears. 
IV. VINDICATION BELONGS TO THE LORD GOD – Verses 20-23 

A. God will take care of the righteous. 
1. Those who do right will be accursed (vv. 20-21). 

a. Corrupt rulers enact legislation that persecutes the righteous and enables 
wickedness, which is clearly contrary to God’s will. 

b. Throne of iniquity (v. 20). A reference to a corrupt judge or ruler. 
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c. Devises evil by law (v. 20). Corrupt judges and rulers counter the very divine 
moral order of the universe by using law for wickedness rather than for good. 

2. The question of verse 20 (Why does God allow evil rulers to use laws to make wrong 
appear right?) is answered. 
a. By acknowledging the existence of evil (v. 21). 
b. By God’s care for His own (v. 22). 
c. By ultimate retribution (v. 23). 

3. God is the defense of the righteous (v. 22a). 
4. God is the refuge of the righteous (v. 22b). 

a. God is a strong refuge in which His people may take shelter from any difficulty. 
b. The Rock of my refuge. The Old Testament frequently references to Rock as a 

symbol of God’s strength and stability. 
B. God will take care of the unrighteous (v. 23). 

1. Cut them off in their own wickedness. Portrays destruction while they are sinning. 
 
God will take care of you. If you are one of His own, you honestly love and serve Him, take great comfort 
in this psalm as God will take care of you. God is your refuge. God is your defense. If you are unsaved or 
if you are a Christian but in rebellion against God, this psalm is a challenge to you as God will take care 
of you as well. God will bring upon you your own iniquity and shall cut you off in your own wickedness; 
yes, the LORD our God shall cut you off. 
 
 


