
PRAISE TO GOD FOR HIS AWESOME WORKS 
Psalm 66 

In time of distress, the best place to be standing is on the promises of God, for there you can never be 
moved. In the face of defeat and discouragement, God has promised to be your Help (Psalm 60), your 
High Rock (Psalm 61), and your Defense (Psalm 62). Is it any wonder David bursts forth in praise for his 
praiseworthy Lord?! God will satisfy the thirsty (Psalm 63) and deliver the downcast (Psalms 64,65) and 
broadcast His mighty works throughout the land (Psalm 66). 
When you stand on God’s promises: God, my Help (Psalm 60), God my High Rock (Psalm 61), and God, 
my Defense (Psalm 62),  
It is easy to shout God’s praises: Seeking for God (Psalm 63), Supplication to God (Psalms 64,65), and 
Singing to God (Psalm 66). 
This joyful psalm begins with group praise and then focuses on the individual worship. The psalmist uses 
some of the major miracles in Israel’s history to prove that God has always been faithful in the midst of 
serious troubles. The psalmist calls on all the earth to praise God (verses 1-12) and, as the 
representative of the nation, he offers sacrifice and praise (verses 13-15) and exhorts the people to 
prayer and praise (verses 16-20). 
 

I. COMMUNIAL HYMN OF PRAISE TO GOD – Verses 1-12 
A. Communal Hymn of Praise to God for Future Glory – Verses 1-4 

1. Let the whole earth shout joyfully to God! – Verse 1 
a. A shout of loyalty and homage 
b. The whole earth signifies all humankind. Israel’s praise of the Lord has the 

purpose of leading everyone to praise Him. 
2. Let all the earth sing about the glory, (honor) of His name – Verse 2. A name for 

God is used 9 times in this psalm. That is almost every other verse. 
a. 66:1.3,5.8.10.16,19,20 – Elohim God, plural of majesty; plural in form but 

singular in meaning with a focus on great power, one characterized by greatness 
or power. Used 2,365 times. 

b. 66:18 – Adonai - the one true God with a focus on his majesty and authority. 
Used 432 times in OT. 

3. All the earth make His praise glorious. – Verse 2 
4. All the earth say to God:  

a. How awesome (awe-inspiring) are Your works. 
b. Because of and through the greatness of Your power your enemies shall 

submit themselves (NASB: give feigned obedience) to you. (CSB: Your enemies 
will cringe before you because of your great strength.) 

5. All the earth shall... 
a. worship You.  

1. This praise is not only an acknowledgment of God’s universal Lordship, but 
also an intimation of the people’s belief in a future worldwide kingdom 
where God was worshiped.  

b. sing praise to You. 
c. sing praises to Your name. 

B. Communal Hymn of Praise to God for Previous Faithfulness – Verses 5-7 
1. Come and see the works (wonders) of God. 

a. He is awesome in His deeds toward the sons of men. (CSB: “His acts for 
humanity are awe-inspiring.”) 



1. These acts benefited humanity; Israel would be the conduit through which 
God would redeem the world. 

b. He turned the sea into dry land; 
(1) they went through the river on foot. 

a. Turning the sea into dry land is a reference to the crossing of the Red 
Sea and going through the river to the Jordan River crossing. The OT 
writers considered the Red Sea crossing the ultimate demonstration of 
God’s power, as well as His care for Israel. 

b. Crossing the Red Sea is viewed with the greatest awe in the Psalms 
(18:15-19; 66:6; 68:7-8; 74:13-15; 77:16-20; 78:13,52,53; 89:7-10; 
106:7-12; 136:10-15). 9 different psalms mention it. 

(2) There we rejoiced in Him. 
2. He rules by His power (might) forever. (CSB: He rules forever by his might.) 

a. Although God rules over the earth by right of creation, His saving acts toward 
Israel represented His intervention in history and demonstrated His sovereignty 
over the world. 

3. His eyes observe (keep watch on) the nations. (CSB: He keeps His eye on the 
nations.) 
a. “His eye on the nations” means that He pays close attention to what is 

happening and that He can act at any time. 
4. Do not let the rebellious exalt themselves. (CSB: The rebellious should not exalt 

themselves.) 
C. Communal Hymn of Praise to God for Continual Protection – Verses 8-12 

1. You peoples 
a. Oh, bless our God,  
b. Let the sound of His praise be heard. (NASB: sound His praise abroad.) 

2. God keeps us alive and does not allow our feet to slip  
a. God had prevented them from prematurely slipping into the realm of the dead. 
b. The image of “feet not slipping off the path of righteousness” is connected with 

remaining physically and spiritually alive. 
3. For You O God, have tested us, You have refined us as silver is refined 

a. God had brought the nation through purifying trials. 
b. Refining was a process for testing and purification. It can describe the testing of 

motives and integrity. It often depicts a time of severe trials meant to purify 
God’s people. 

c. A talented violinist was scheduled to play before a very critical audience.  
Although she had a fine instrument, she was not satisfied with the quality of its 
sound. So, she said to her father, “This violin must yield its full resonance and 
vibration of tone. I’m going out to buy some tested strings.” When asked what 
tested strings were, she replied, “First they’re put on a rack and stretched and 
strained to take all the vacillation out of them. Then they are hammered and 
put through an acid test. This is what enables them to produce a perfect and full 
tone.” When she attached the tested strings and tuned the instrument, the 
music was noticeably warmer and richer than before. 
If our lives are going to produce beautiful music for the Lord, testing is 
imperative. We all tend to vacillate. Sometimes we are up; sometimes we are 
down. Sometimes we are hot; sometimes we are cold. This hinders the spiritual 



tone God desires. Although we don’t enjoy the stretch, the strain, and the 
stress, what God-honoring results they can produce! 
Just as a tested string gives the highest quality of sound, so Christians who 
accept their trials and learn to profit from them are able to bring the greatest 
glory to the Master Musician. 
1. When difficulties come our way, we want to run and hide; 

But God will give stability to those who have been tried. 
2. The trials of life are intended to make us better, not bitter. 

d. You lured us into the hunter’s snare, trap 
1. The psalmist speaks of a hunter’s net or snare as a metaphor for some 

extremely difficult situations into which God had brought Israel. 
2. Lured us into a trap indicates that the people were unaware of what God 

was doing. If this is related to the time of Egyptian bondage, there is a 
possible link to Joseph’s situation of being caught in a trap and sold into 
slavery. This even led Israel into Egypt, and later burdens were placed on 
their backs. 

e. You laid affliction, placed burdens, on our backs 
f. You have caused men to ride over our heads 

1. “Men riding over the heads” is a description of oppression, a picture of a 
hostile army riding in victory over Israel’s defeated troops. There is also 
perhaps an allusion to the chariots of Egypt. 

g. We went through fire and through water; but you brought us out into a place 
of abundance 
1. Fire and water are used elsewhere in the context of trials, but they may also 

allude to God’s pillar of fire and the water of the Red Sea.  
2. Since they are transitional from the burdens in verses 11-12 to the blessings 

in verse 12, it is possible that there is a double meaning here. 
II. AN INDIVIDUAL HYMN OF PRAISE TO GOD – Verses 13-20 

A. An Individual Hymn of Praise to God Through Fulfilled Vows – Verses 13-15 
1. I will go into your house with burnt offerings 

a. These offerings represent the fulfillment of vows made during a time of prayer.  
Considering the quantity being offered, it is possible that this represents others 
who were joining in as a result of God’s answer to prayer. This reinforces the 
connection between God’s work in the life of a person and His work in the 
community. 

2.  I will pay you my (vows) promised deeds 
a. The vows were those made during the time of prayer (Psalms 50:14; 61:8).  

Their fulfillment also took place in the great assembly as a further testimony of 
God’s goodness to the psalmist. Any ceremonially clean person witnessing 
someone’s praise offering was permitted to eat from it (Lev 7;11-21). 

b. “Paying vows” is spelled out in the following verses as offering sacrifices of 
dedication which had been previously promised God. 

c. Which my lips have promised 
d. My mouth has spoken when I was in trouble. (CSB: my mouth spoke during my 

distress.) 
3. I will offer You burnt sacrifices of fat animals, with the sweet aroma of rams; I will 

offer bulls with goats. (CSB: I will offer You fattened sheep as burnt offerings, with 
the fragrant smoke of rams; I will sacrifice bulls with goats.) 



B. An Individual Hymn of Praise to God for Answered Prayer – Verses 16-20 
1. Come and hear (listen), all you who fear God and I will declare what He has done 

for my soul – Verse 16 
a. Thanksgiving was to be offered in the assembly to evoke praise from the people 

of God. This was the responsibility of anyone whom the Lord rescued, so that 
the entire community could rejoice in God’s acts of deliverance (verse 16). 

b. Public testimony and praise are the responsibility of those who have 
experienced answered prayer. 

c. The Bible clearly teaches that “the soul that sinneth, it shall die (Ezekiel 18:4).  
Romans 3:23 teaches that “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  
We are left, then, with an insurmountable condition concerning our souls. “I 
looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would know 
me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul” (Psalm 142:4). Our eternal soul 
is our single most valuable possession: for what shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul” (Mark 8:36,37)? 
It is God “in whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the breath of all 
mankind” (Job 12;10) who cares for our soul. “Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same; 
that through death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, 
the devil” (Hebrews 2:14). “For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it 
ceaseth for ever: That He should still live for ever and not see corruption” 
(Psalm 49:8,9). The redemption of our soul cost the “precious blood of Christ, as 
of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 1:19). The soul that 
disregarded the Old Testament guidelines for the Passover (portraying Christ’s 
atonement for the sins of the whole world) was “cut off” (Exodus 12:15).  But 
“we are not of them who draw back into perdition: but of them that believe to 
the saving of the soul” (Hebrews 10:39).  For we “were as sheep going astray; 
but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls” (1 Peter 
2:25). “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits” (Psalm 103:2). 
It is well with my soul because of what He has done for my soul. 

2. I cried to Him with my mouth, and He was extolled with my tongue. (CSB: praise 
was on my tongue.) 

3. If I regard iniquity (wickedness) in my heart, the Lord (Adonai) will not hear. (CSB: 
If I had been aware of malice in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.) 
a. Awareness of malice means that a person is conscious of wrong motives.  

Hypocrisy is a barrier in one’s relationship with God and is reflected in God’s 
refusal to listen to prayer (Is 59:2-4). The fact that God did answer proves there 
was no hypocrisy. 

b. Sin disqualifies the suppliant; a blameless heart gives assurance that God hears 
our prayers (1 John 3:21). 

4. But certainly God has heard me; He has paid attention to the sound of my prayer 
5. Blessed be God,  

a. He has not turned away my prayer 
b. He has not turned his lovingkindness (faithful love, mercy) from me! 


