
Psalm 73  

Truly Elohim is good to Israel, To those who are pure in heart. 
2  

But as for me, my feet came close to stumbling, My steps had almost slipped. 
3  

For I was envious of the arrogant As I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
4  

For there are no pains in their death, Their body is fat and pampered. 
5  

They are not in trouble as other men, Nor are they plagued like mankind. 
6  

Therefore pride is their necklace; Violence covers them like a garment [like a long, 

luxurious robe]. 
7  

Their eye bulges from fatness [they have more than the heart desires]; 

The imaginations of their mind run riot [with foolishness]. 
8  

They mock and wickedly speak of oppression; They speak loftily [with malice]. 
9  

They set their mouth against the heavens, And their tongue swaggers through the earth. 

10  

Therefore His people return to this place, 

And waters of abundance [offered by the irreverent] are [blindly] drunk by them. 
11  

They say, “How does God know? Is there knowledge [of us] with the Most High?” 

{“Most High” is found in Psalms 18 times and 27 times in the Bible. Once God is called 

Most Mighty. This is the name Elyon. It is a title of God with a focus on supremacy in 

status or power. See Psalms 77:10; 78:17,56; 82:6 83:18 91:1,9 92:1,8 107:11.} 
12  

Behold, these are the ungodly, 

Who always prosper and are at ease [in the world]; they have increased in wealth. 
13  

Surely then in vain I have cleansed my heart And washed my hands in innocence. 
14  

For all the day long have I been stricken, And punished every morning. 

15  

If I had said, “I will say this,” [and expressed my feelings], 

I would have betrayed the generation of Your children. 



16  

When I considered how to understand this, It was too great an effort for me and too 

painful 

17  

Until I came into the sanctuary of God; Then I understood [for I considered] their end. 
18  

Surely You set the wicked-minded and immoral on slippery places; 

You cast them down to destruction. 
19  

How they are destroyed in a moment! 

They are completely swept away by sudden terrors! 
20  

Like a dream [which seems real] until one awakens, 

O Adonai, when stirred, [You observe the wicked], You will despise their image. 

21  

When my heart was embittered And I was pierced within [as with the fang of an adder], 
22  

Then I was senseless and ignorant; I was like a beast before You. 
23  

Nevertheless I am continually with You; You have taken hold of my right hand. 
24  

You will guide me with Your counsel, And afterward receive me to honor and glory. 

25  

Whom have I in heaven [but You]? And besides You, I desire nothing on earth. 
26  

My flesh and my heart may fail, 

But Elohim is the rock and strength of my heart and my portion forever. 
27  

For behold, those who are far from You will perish; 

You have destroyed all those who are unfaithful and have abandoned You. 
28  

But as for me, it is good for me to draw near to Elohim; 

I have made the Adonai (Lord God) my refuge and placed my trust in Him, 

That I may tell of all Your works. 

 

 



Asaph is the composer of Psalms 73-77. He struggles with some of the most difficult questions of life. 
Why do the wicked prosper (Psalms 73,75)? Why do the righteous suffer (Psalm 74)? Why do prayers 
seemingly go unanswered (Psalm 77)? In the midst of fearfulness and uncertainty, Asaph discovers there 
is an immovable Rock. Psalm 76 magnifies God’s might. 
According to 1 Chronicles 25:1, Asaph and his sons were skillful players of the harp, psaltery, and 
cymbals. Asaph was also an accomplished singer (1 Chronicles 15:16,19). He is ranked with David as one 
of Israel’s finest musicians (Nehemiah 12:46). 
Asaph learned that when you look at others you become frustrated. He wrote Psalm 73 so that you and I 
would not make the same mistake. He saw the ungodly prosper, enjoy good health and be exempt from 
trouble. He wondered if being Godly was worthwhile. Upon returning to church, he learned that God 
will judge the wicked and concluded that God’s abiding presence is better than abounding prosperity. To 
help us form this same conclusion, he listed the causes of looking at others in verses 1-12, the confusion 
that results from looking at others (verses 13-14) and the cure to looking at others (verses 15-26). 

I. THE CAUSES OF LOOKING AT OTHERS – VERSES 1-12 
A. The prosperity of the wicked – Verses 1-5 

1. Verses 1-2 set the background for what is to follow. 
a. “Feet almost slipped” refers to slipping off the path of following the Lord. 

Slipping means losing faith in God. 
2. They did not seem to have the troubles that other men had, nor were they plagued 

by famine or war. – Verse 3 
a. Psalm 73:3 – To envy the wicked is a temptation when one sees them 

prospering. Such an attitude is in essence doubting God’s justice and is 
prohibited. 

b. Being envious of the prosperity of the wicked is a common temptation when 
God’s justice on the wicked is delayed. 

c. To refrain from envying the wicked is easier if we stop to consider their destiny. 
3. The rich circumvent the problems of life. Their horses are well fed and well trained. 

They ride fancy chariots that never break down. Footmen walk before and behind 
them to protect them. They had more than anyone could wish for. Their granaries 
are filled with grain for any emergency. They had money to spare and connections 
so they could buy the best. – Verses 4, 7 

4. The wicked seem to go through life in good health and then die a painless death. 
5. As a result of their prosperous condition, they are lifted up by great pride. 

B. The pride of the wicked – Verses 6-9 
1. They wear pride about their neck like a pearl necklace. They view pride as an 

ornament, not a character defect. The ungodly are proud of being proud. 
2. They flaunted violence and demonstrated it openly as they would a special article of 

clothing. Because of their prosperity, they had no reason to hide their harshness, 
aggression, and violence. 

3. They brag about evil and in their arrogance and pride they threaten oppression. 
4. Verse 7 – “They have closed up their fat hearts” is an OT idiom for insensitivity. 

C. The wicked prospered and took pride in their prosperity. But they also scoffed at and 
persecuted the righteous. – Verses 8-12 
1. They were corrupt. They carried on high conversations about how they oppressed 

other people in verse 8b. They held a little conference to discuss with satisfaction 
their harsh and cruel treatment of less fortunate people. 

2. Verse 9 – “Tongue walks through the earth.” The insolent speech of the wicked can 
be heard anywhere one goes. 



3. The wicked mock God and lord it over other men. – Verse 9 
4. Even God’s people are tempted to corrupt practices. – Verse 10 
5. Unafraid of the law or the consequences of their behavior, they were able to sap the 

lifeblood from others without worry. – Verses 10-11 
a. Verse 10 – “Are drained by them.” Those who associate with the wicked person 

drink in everything he declares. 
b. Verse 11 – “Is there knowledge in the Most High?” The wicked insist on living as 

if God is not omniscient and does not know what happens on earth. 
6. They deny the place and power of God in heaven and endeavor to dominate the 

earth with their line of reasoning. 
a. They made sarcastic statements about God Himself. – Verses 9,11 
b. They set their mouths against heaven itself, challenging the rights of God. 

7. As Asaph looked at those self-sufficient, strong, proud, violent talkers, he realized 
that although they were exceedingly ungodly, they prospered tremendously as far 
as the world was concerned. In short, they were better off than he was. His 
observation brought him to a devastating conclusion. He concluded that living a 
pure, Godly life was all in vain (verse 13). His faith in Jehovah was not paying off. As 
things looked to him, the world was better off than he. 

II. THE CONCLUSON CAUSED BY ENVY – VERSES 13-16 
A. Living a pure Godly life is vain. – Verse 13 
B. Faith in Jehovah does not pay off. – Verse 14 

1. The problem of the lifelong prosperity of the wicked is aggravated by the apparent 
lack of reward for those who live righteously. 

C. The world is better off than the righteous. 
D. Like many other believers with these kinds of doubts, Asaph hid them in his heart and 

continued to live in misery. – Verse 15 
E. His conclusions were simply too painful to meditate upon. – Verse 16 
F. It is fortunate that the psalm does not end with verse 16 and that Asaph also narrated 

his restoration from that pit of depression. 
III. THE CURES OF ENVY – VERSES 17-26 

Four distinct actions brought Asaph out of his despair. First, he went into the house of God 
to hear the Word of God. Second, “There he came to understand that the lives of the wicked 
are like a dream.” Third, he then repented. Fourth, as he recognized his foolishness and 
ignorance, he lifted his eyes toward the blessing of God for a fresh look at the presence and 
provision of God. 
A. A Return to the House of God – Verse 17a 

1. He went to the House of God to hear the Word of God. 
a. Sanctuary is more than just the physical building. He entered God’s presence, 

where God became his schoolmaster to teach him what he did not understand. 
b. Seeking help, he went into the sanctuary, an external place of teaching that God 

had appointed, where he could learn from God through the teaching of men of 
God, the law of God and the Holy Spirit. 

2. When we look to the world and long after the things of the world, we often become 
sidetracked. Only when we return to sit under the teaching of God’s Word do we 
begin to see the other side of the picture. Asaph wrote “Until I went into the 
sanctuary of God I envied the wicked: then after I spent time in the sanctuary I 
understood their end.” 



a. As the psalmist worshiped God at the worship center, he began to understand 
God’s perspective on the fate of the wicked. This is the turning point of the 
psalm. 

b. The conditions described in verses 3-14 are misleading apart from God’s 
viewpoint and His final word, which assures the destruction of the wicked. 

3. As we worship and learn with other believers, we realize that our righteous life and 
commitment to the Lord are worthwhile. 

B. A reconsideration of the wicked man’s future – Verses 17b-20 
1. This reconsideration occurred while he worshiped in the sanctuary, where teachers 

of the law confronted him. 
2. He noted that though the wicked appeared prosperous and assume they have 

chosen an impregnable position, they are, in fact, on insecure footing. They are 
unable to withstand the pressures of time and divine intervention. – Verse 18 
a. An atheist said: “If there is a God, I defy Him.” Unbelievers like that sometimes 

taunt Christians and say, “Why doesn’t your God openly punish people like me 
and openly reward people like you?” When such blasphemous statements don’t 
bring sudden judgment, sinners tend to feel more secure in their evil ways and 
believers become troubled. 
The Christian need not feel unsettled, however, for the unbeliever is actually 
deceiving himself. Consider the case of Joab and Shimei.  
The prosperity of the wicked and the triumph of the unjust are temporary. Evil 
people stand in a slippery place from which they will soon slide to their 
destruction. 

b. God’s justice is sometimes slow, but it is always sure. 
c. They shall not stand the final test who live for self today; 

For God sees all and He will judge the evildoer’s way 
d. Sin is not judged just by the way we see it, but by the way God sees it. 

3. He came to realize God would cast the ungodly down to sudden and complete 
destruction (verse 19) just as He had destroyed the hosts of Pharaoh in the Red Sea 
and had swallowed up Korah in the ground when he rebelled against Moses. God 
will cast down the ungodly as He did King Saul at the hand of the Philistines or 
Absalom in the oak tree. He will punish them as he had the Assyrians after their 
armies ravaged the land of Israel. 

4. He came to understand that the lives of the wicked are like a dream. –  Verse 20 
a. The wicked are like a bad dream which one forgets as soon as he awakens. Their 

well-being is fleeting. 
b. Dreams have no meaning or significance in the broad daylight of reality. 
c. Though dreams may bring pleasure or despair while they ae occurring, they 

have no lasting value. 
5. The truth that the wicked have no future led Asaph to repent. 

C. A repentant heart – Verses 21-22 
1. Recognizing his foolishness and ignorance by looking at others, Asaph lifted his eyes 

toward the blessings of God. 
2. He had allowed his mind to be wholly occupied with physical things so that he could 

not see the providential hand of God working in time and in eternity. 
3. The psalmist confesses his sin of evaluating life secularly and faithlessly. 

D. A review of personal blessing – Verses 23-26 



A fresh look at the presence and provision of God was the final step in Asaph’s victory. 
He began to look at his position as a child of God. 
1. The Father tenderly held His right hand to guide him through the course of his life 

without error or flaw. – Verse 23 
a. No matter what happened to him, no matter what he had to pass through. God 

was continually with him – not because he clung to God, but because God 
would not let him go. 

b. He likened himself to a child under the tender care of a parent who holds the 
little one so he will not fall. 

c. The continuity of God’s presence meant that no change or interruption in the 
psalmist’s life could result in the breaking of his relationship with God 

2. Even through troublesome times and disconcerting days he was assured that God 
was accomplishing His will in Asaph’s life. – Verse 24a 

3. He also knew that upon his death he would go into God’s presence. – Verse 24b 
4. He no longer measured success in life by the accomplishments of the wicked, but by 

the presence and care of his Savior. – Verses 25-28 
5. Verse 25 – “There is none upon earth that I desire besides you.” 

a. Real soul satisfaction is found only in Christ. 
b. Jesus, the water of life, quenches our soul’s thirst. 

6. Verse 26 – The more you love Jesus, the more you long for heaven. 
7. Verse 26 – A hummingbird heart weighs a fraction of an ounce and beats 899 times 

a minute. A blue whale’s heart weights half a ton, beats only 10 times a minute and 
can be heard two miles away. In contrast to either, the human heart seems duly 
functional, yet it does its job, beating 100,000 times a day (65-70 times a minute 
with no time off for rest). The amazing heart so thoroughly powers us through life 
that it has become a metaphor for our overall inner well-being. Yet, both our literal 
and metaphorical hearts are prone to failure. 
The Psalmist Asaph, a worship leader of Israel, acknowledged in Psalm 73 that true 
strength comes from somewhere, Someone, else. My flesh and my heart may fail, 
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. Asaph was right. The 
living God is our ultimate and eternal strength. As the Maker of heaven and earth, 
He knows no such limitations to His perfect power. 
In our times of difficulty and challenge, may we discover what Asaph learned 
through his own struggles: God is the true strength of our hearts. We can rest in 
that strength every day.  

8. Keep your eyes on the Lord and you won’t lose sight of life’s purpose. 
9. Asaph could say with Job, “For I know that my redeemer lives, and that he shall 

stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this 
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes 
shall behold, and not another: though my reins be consumed within me.” – Job 
19:25-27 

10. Verse 27 – The psalmist concludes that those who abandon God and attempt to live 
an autonomous life based on self-chosen idols will eventually endure eternal death. 

CONC: Every believer today needs to remember the story of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31). 
The rich man was materially prosperous; Lazarus, on the other hand, was a beggar. But in the day of 
their death, God exonerated and blessed Lazarus because of his faith. The rich man, however, died and 
was ushered into eternal destruction. That story keeps the major issues of life in clear perspective. We 



believers should never envy unbelievers, no matter how much they prosper in this world. They do not 
have God’s blessing upon their lives, nor will they experience the presence of God throughout eternity. 


