
FORWARD IN FEAR 
Ezra 3:1-6 

 
There are multiple ideas that are applicable from this passage. All the people assembled together as one 
person. Unity. “As instructed in the law of Moses” and “as prescribed in the law of Moses”. Strict 
obedience to the written Word. Throughout the passage there is a demonstration of public worship. 
They moved forward in fear. 
 
The people gathered together as one man to Jerusalem (v. 1). 

A. They came from 8 different groups, 19 different family genealogies, 15 different cities outside of 
Jerusalem, yet they came together as one man. 

B. We are different yet when we come to worship, when we come together to serve, we need to 
be as one man. 

The altar is built (v. 2). 
A. Joshua, High Priest, and Zerubbabel, heir to the throne, and their brothers built the altar. 

1. The first order of business is to prepare to worship. 
a. What do you do to prepare to worship? 
b. Prayer 
c. Prelude 

2. The first order of business in First Baptist Church needs to be worship. Everything else takes 
a secondary position. 
a. At the chili cook-off last Saturday. 

1. An individual who needed to be encouraged was honored. 
2. One who had not accepted Christ was given the gospel. 

B. The altar of the God of Israel 
1. The Temple had been destroyed many years before, so there was no altar for burning 

sacrifices. The people’s means of reconciliation with God had been discontinued; their 
spiritual life had been cut off. So, before the people could proceed with the rebuilding 
process, they needed to straighten out their relationship with God. The Israelites 
reestablished the sacrifices as a means of reconciliation.  

2. We, too, need to reconcile ourselves to God through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ in order to 
progress spiritually. 

C. Built to offer burnt offerings 
1. An offering is that by which a man draws near to God. 
2. Burnt offering (lit. ascent, since all of the offering, except the blood, was burned and 

ascended in smoke) symbolized the offeror’s voluntary presentation to God.  
3. It typified the Lord Jesus’ offering of Himself unto death (Heb 10:5-7). 
4. The Christian should similarly offer himself as a sacrifice to God (Rom. 12:1-2). 

D. Built it as it is written in the law of Moses 
1. In Joshua 8:30-31, Joshua the leader of Israel built an altar to the Lord when the people 

entered the promised land “according to what is written in the book of the law of Moses”. 
Here, Joshua the High Priest and those returning to the promised land built their altar the 
same way, with uncut stones that no iron tool had touched. 

2. Everything we do needs to be according to the Bible. The law of Moses did not change from 
the first Joshua in the first entrance and the second Joshua in the return. The Bible does not 
change from the day the church was founded to today. 

E. Moses, the man of God 
1. Today we do not have time to do a character study, but Moses was an amazing man. 



Burnt offerings (v. 3) 
A. They set up the altar on its foundation. 

1. They reset it on its old foundation. 
2. We are resetting our altar on the foundation built over the past almost 150 years. Who we 

are as a church may look different, just as the stones on the altar were different. The 
purpose of the old altar and that of the new were the same. The purpose of those who met 
on August 3, 1873 and formed First Baptist Church on February 4, 1874 is no different. 
Eighteen pastors have come and gone; upon their foundation I lead the church. 

B. For they were terrified because of the peoples of the lands 
1. The settlers who had come to occupy the Land during the 70 years of Israel’s absence were 

deportees brought in from other countries by the Assyrians and the Babylonians. These 
inhabitants saw the Jews as a threat and quickly wanted to undermine their allegiance to 
God. 

2. “The peoples of the lands” often has a pejorative sense. Here it refers to those with no 
desire to see a reconstituted Jewish population in the land. 

3. The people of the land, those who have a secular worldview, are going to oppose anything 
that resembles rebuilding for revival. 

C. They offered burnt offerings on it to the Lord. 
1. These were the most common offerings for sin. 

D. Burnt offering morning and evening 
1. The morning and evening burnt offerings, called the Tamid, were the basic daily sacrifices in 

which the entire lamb was burned up. The burnt offerings were part of the consecration of 
the new altar. 

2. Twice before in Israel’s history the daily burnt offerings had ceased under godless kings and 
were reinstated, first by Joash in 2 Chronicles 24:14 and later by Hezekiah in 2 Chronicles 
29:7,27-29. 

3. Sad that they worshiped twice a day. Many do not even connect with God in a meaningful 
way once a day. Some only once a week. Some not even then. 

Feast of Booths (v. 4) 
A. Celebrated as it is written  

1. The Feast of booths or Festival of shelters, lasted from the 14th to the 22nd of the seventh 
month (Sept.-Oct.). During that week, the people lived in booths or huts made of boughs, 
commemorating their sojourn in the wilderness and God’s provision. They celebrated the 
harvest of fruits and olives. The sacrifices during the seven-day festival were offered in 
accordance with the law of Moses as written in Numbers 29:12-38. They included 196 
animals: 71 bulls, 15 rams, 105 lambs as well as 7 goats – a major financial sacrifice for the 
small postexilic community. It concluded with a holy convocation. 

2. According to Zech. 14:16, it will be celebrated during the Millennium. 
B. Celebrated - offered the fixed number of burnt offerings daily 
C. Offered the fixed number of burn offerings as prescribed in the law of Moses. 

1. For the second time we see an illustration of strict compliance to the written Word. 
D. Offered the burnt offerings as each day required 

Additional burnt offerings (v. 5) 
A. Continual 

1. The normal daily sacrificial schedule of burnt offerings was reestablished. 
B. For new moons 

1. On the first day of the month, new moon celebrations were prescribed in the Mosaic law 
(Numbers 28:11-15). They included the blowing of trumpets (Num 10:10) along with the 



sacrifice of two bulls, a ram and seven one-year-old male lambs, plus a male goat as a sin 
offering. 

C. For all the fixed festivals of the Lord that were consecrated 
D. From everyone who offered a freewill offering to the Lord 

A good start but there is more to be done (v. 6) 
A. From the first day of the seventh month, they began to offer burnt offerings to the Lord. 

1. The altar was erected on the first day of the seventh month, which was the beginning of the 
Feast of Trumpets (Num 29:1-6). 

2. The first day of the seventh month would have been September 17, 538 B.C. 
B. “But the foundation of the temple of the LORD had not been laid.” 

1. They wanted to get the act of worship right before getting the place of worship right. 
 
This is what we need to walk out of church this morning remembering.  
The regular burnt offerings, no less than 6 different times burnt offerings are mentioned, teach that we 
need to have a daily, regular time of worship.  
The feast of tabernacles, feast of trumpets, and all the appointed feasts teach that we need to be part of 
organized worship every Sunday.  
The fixed festivals that were consecrated applied is that this hour every week is consecrated, holy, 
dedicated unto God. 
The feast of new moons – Done on the first of the month could be applied to make it a priority to 
participate in the Lord’s Supper next Sunday. 
For the work to go forward requires freewill offerings. 
The act of worship is more important than the place of worship is a truth we see here. 
As it is written in the Law of Moses, as it is written, as required by ordinance. Everything we do as a 
person and as a church needs to be based upon and supported by the Bible. 
These are the applications I found in the passage. This afternoon, study it further and find more. 


