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BIBLICAL EXAMPLES OF MOTHERHOOD 

 
The word “mother” is found 328 times in the Bible. Today we will look at some Biblical examples of 
motherhood. 
 

I. Rebekah and Jacob: Genesis 27 
A. Favoritism and deception caused her to never see her son again. 

II. Bathsheba and Solomon 
A. A rough start: 2 Samuel 12:22-25 
B. A mother looks after her son even in adulthood. Bathsheba reported that Adonijah was 

acting as king over her son Solomon who God had chosen. 1 Kings 1:11-27 
1. She saved her son’s life (verse 12). 
2. She reminded David of his promise to make Solomon king (verse 13). 
3. Adonijah came to Bathsheba and asked her to talk to Solomon. 1 Kings 2:13. He 

wanted Abishag as his wife. Bathsheba shared that request with Solomon. The result 
was the execution of Adonijah. 

III. The mothers of the kings of the Davidic line are continually noted. The queen mother held 
an influential position in the royal court. 
A. 1 Kings 2:13,19 - Bathsheba, Mother of Solomon 
B. 1 Kings 14:21 - Rehoboam’s mother was Naamah, an Ammonite. “Now Judah did evil in 

the sight of the Lord, and they provoked Him to jealousy with their sins which they 
committed, more than all that their fathers had done” (verse 22). 

C. 1 Kings 15:2 - The mother of Abijam was Maachah, the granddaughter of Abishalom. 
“He walked in all the sins of his father…his heart was not loyal to the LORD his God.” 

D. What a pair! Joram of Israel whose mother was Jezebel and Ahaziah whose mother was 
Athaliah. 2 Kings 8:26  
1. Joram and Jezebel in Israel 

a. Jehu described Jezebel to her son, the king, “What peace, as long as the idolatry 
of your mother Jezebel and her seeking information from demonic forces are so 
many?” 2 Kings 9:22 

b. Her death - 2 Kings 9:30-37 
2. Ahaziah and Athaliah in Judah - 2 Kings 8:26 

a. 2 Kings 8:25-27: Athaliah was granddaughter of Omri, King of Israel. Ahaziah 
reigned one year. In that one year he walked in the way of Ahab and did evil in 
the sight of the Lord for he was the son-in-law of the house of Ahab. 2 
Chronicles 22:3. “He walked in the ways of the house of Ahab, for his mother 
advised him to do wickedly.” 

b. 2 Kings 11:1 - When Athaliah saw that her son was dead, she arose and 
destroyed all the royal heirs. Joash was the last remaining heir. He was all that 
was left of the Davidic Covenant and the only one in the messianic line. 

c. 2 Kings 11:3 - Athaliah reigned over the land. When Joash was crowned king, 
she cried, “Treason! Treason” (verse 14). She was killed by order of Jehoiada the 
priest (verses 15-16). “So all the people of the land rejoiced and the city was 
quiet for they had slain Athaliah with the sword in the king’s house (verse 20). 



d. 2 Chronicles 24:7 - Her legacy lives on. “The sons of Athaliah, that wicked 
woman, had broken into the house of God, and had also presented all the 
dedicated things of the house of the LORD to the Baals.” 

E. 2 Kings 12:1 - Joash reigned 40 years. His mother was Zibiah of Beersheba. Joash did 
what was right in the sight of the Lord all the days in which Jehoiada the priest 
instructed him. 

F. 2 Kings 14:2 - The mother of Amaziah was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. He did what was 
right in the sight of the Lord, yet not like his father David; he did everything as his father 
Joash had done. 

G. 2 Kings 15:2 - The mother of Azariah was Jecholiah of Jerusalem. He did what was right 
in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father Amaziah had done. 
1. He is called Azariah, meaning “The Lord has helped.” 
2. He was also called Uzziah, meaning “The Lord is my strength.” 
3. Isaiah began his public ministry under this king. 

H. 2 Kings 15:33 - The mother of Jotham was Jerusha, the daughter of Zadok. He did what 
was right in the sight of the Lord; he did according to all that his father Uzziah had done. 

I. 2 Kings 18:2 - The mother of Hezekiah was Abi, the daughter of Zechariah. He did what 
was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father David had done. 

J. 2 Kings 21:1 - The mother of Manasseh was Hephzibah. He was the most ungodly king in 
the history of Judah. 

K. 2 Kings 22:1 - The mother of Josiah was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath. He 
did what was right in the sight of the LORD and walked in all the ways of his father 
David; he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 

L. 2 Kings 23:31 - The mother of Jehoahaz was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of 
Libnah. He did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers had done. 

M. 2 Kings 23:36 - The mother of Jehoikim was Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of 
Rumah. He did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers had done. 

N. 2 Kings 24:8 - The final king in Judah, Jehoiachin mother’s name was Nehushta, the 
daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. He did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all 
that his father had done. 

IV. Proverbs 31 
A. The utterance which his mother taught him (verses 1-9) 
B.  Children Rise Up and Call Her Blessed (verse 28) 

1. There can be no higher joy for a mother than for her children to grow up to praise 
her as the source of the wisdom that made them godly. 

2. Proverbs 23:24-25 - “The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice, and he who 
begets a wise child will delight in him. Let your father and your mother be glad, and 
let her who bore you rejoice.” 

3. Proverbs 29:15 - “The rod and rebuke give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings 
shame to his mother.” 

V. Grandmother Lois and Mother Eunice instilled the genuine faith in Timothy - 2 Timothy 1:5 
 
This morning, Mother’s Day, we have not even scratched the surface of the 328 times “mother” is 
mentioned in the Bible. What we accomplished is a quick examination of multiple mothers. Some 
did well to rear a godly child, others were equally successful in rearing a child of the world. Some 
were examples of a good mother, others not so much. Today as you remember your mother, honor 
her as we are told in Ephesians 6:2 that it may be will with you. Notice that there is no exception 



clause that reads to only honor your mother if she merits honor. The verse simply says to honor 
your mother that it may be will with you. 
If you are a mother, regardless of how your children are turning out or turned out, good, bad, or yet 
to be determined, establish as a goal that your children will rise up and called you blessed. Work 
hard toward the goal that when the life of your child is eulogized that the phrase, “(S)he did what 
was right in the sight of the Lord” is true and not, “(S)he did evil in the sight of the Lord.” 


