
TO HIM 
Revelation 1:5-6 

 
Last Sunday in the first half of Revelation 1:5 we saw Christ as the faithful witness. Throughout His life 
He was true to the purpose of being the Savior that took away the sin of the world. Christ is the firstborn 
from the dead. He is the preeminent one Who rose from the dead. As the Lord of lords and King of 
kings, the Lord of all, Christ is the ruler over the kings of the earth. Though Christ has all the authority to 
be universal ruler now, He will not fully exert it until His second coming. This triad of names covered the 
past, present, and prospective ministry of our Lord. Today as we examine the remainder of verse 5 and 
verse 6, what other truths can we learn about Christ that will build our portrait of the Savior? When we 
come and see Christ as we have never before seen Him, what will we find? 

I. The Trinity 
A. Him Who is, Who was, Who is to come – God the Father 

1. I Am 
B. Seven Spirits is the Holy Spirit 
C. Jesus Christ – Who we began to look at and Who we will continue to look at. 

1. 3 times in opening verses, not used again in entire chapter 
2. Jesus is a figure of majesty. But He is also revered for what He has done for sinners, 

and John goes off into doxology. He begins with Christ’s love and goes on to His 
redeeming activity. 

D. We go from Him to Him 
From Him Who is, Who was, Who is to come 
From Him the seven Spirits Holy Spirit before the throne 
From Him Jesus Christ 
Who is the faithful witness 
Who is the firstborn from the dead 
Who is the ruler over all the kings of the earth 
To Him Who loves us 
To Him Who releases us from our sins by His blood 
To Him Who made us to be a kingdom 
To Him Who made us to be priests to God His Father 
To Him be glory and dominion forever 

II. To Him Who loves us 
A. There is no reason for God to love us. 
B. Romans 5:8 
C. Sinners deserve nothing but eternal damnation; yet God loved us. 
D. We love Him because He first loved us. 1 John 4:19 
E. His love is best seen in the sending of Christ. John 3:16 

III. To Him Who released us from our sins by His blood 
A. KJV washed us λουω, to have a bath 

1. Titus 3:5 
B. He released us from our sins by His blood, not by our behavior. 

1. Our sins are gone because of Christ’s blood. 
2. Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He entered in once 

into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. Hebrews 9:12 
3. Without shedding of blood is no remission. Hebrews 9:22 
4. Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath 

through Him. Romans 5:9 



C. Christ not only loved us and washed us, He made us a kingdom and priests. 
IV. To Him Who has made us to be a kingdom  

A. He formed us into a kingdom. 
1. This kingdom consists of those Who have been loosed from their sins through Christ 

and Who now live to do His service.   
2. The order is important. First comes the reference to His redeeming work and only 

then that to the kingdom. As a result of what Christ has done for them, believers 
become other than they were. They are made into the very kingdom of God. 

B. Kingdom of God and Kingdom of Heaven are one and the same. 
C. Kingdom has different roles, but are one. 

1. Universal church 
2. Local church 

D. “Kingdom” views believers corporately and anticipates our association with Christ in His 
reign while “priests” sees them individually. 

V. To Him Who has made us to be priests to His God and Father 
A. He formed us into priests to His God and Father. 

1. The kingdom consists of priests. It is ordinary Christians Who are called priests, not 
some privileged hierarchy. 

2. A priest speaks to God on behalf of men and to men on behalf of God. Believers are 
assigned this responsible task by their God. They are to pray to God for the world, 
and they are to witness to the world of what God has done. 

3. In God’s name they are to speak the message of reconciliation to the world (2 Cor 
5:20). 

4. Priests offer a sacrifice – Romans 12:1-2 
5. Notice that God is characterized by His relationship to Christ (His Father) rather than 

to us (not our Father). 
B. Priesthood of the believer 
C. Direct access to God 

VI. To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever 
A. To Christ Who has done so much for us is ascribed glory and power forever and ever.  

There are many such expressions of praise in Revelation. John delights in his Lord and 
loves to bring this out in doxologies and songs. 

B. Meditation upon God will cause one to break out in benediction. 
C. Meditation upon God will cause one to not be able to say anything more: Amen 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: May God’s unmerited favor be granted to you and 
the peace of Christ’s kingdom 
From Him Who is and Who was and Who is to come,  
From the sevenfold Holy Spirit before His throne,     
From Jesus Christ the faithful and trustworthy Witness 
From Jesus Christ the Firstborn of the dead      
From Jesus Christ the Ruler of the kings of the earth.      
To Him Who ever loves us     
To Him Who has once for all freed us from our sins by His own blood,    
To Him Who formed us into a kingdom,                
To Him Who formed us into priests to His God and Father            
To Him be the glory and the power and the majesty and the dominion throughout the 
ages and forever and ever. Amen. 


