
The LORD reigns [The Lord is king], He is clothed with majesty; 

The LORD has clothed and enveloped in strength; 

Indeed, the LORD is robed in majesty and armed with strength. 

The world is firmly established, it cannot be shaken. 
2  

Your throne is established from eternity past.  

You, Yourself are from the everlasting past. 
3  

The floods have roared, O LORD, 

The floods roar like thunder; 

The floods roar as the waves pound the shore. 
4  

More than the roar of a huge torrent, 

More than the mighty breakers of the sea, 

The LORD on high is mighty [majestic]. 
5  

Your precepts [testimonies] are fully confirmed, completely reliable, unchangeable; 

Holiness adorns Your house, O LORD, forever [for all the days to come]. 

[The nature of your reign, O LORD, is holiness forever.] 
 

THE LORD REIGNS  
Psalm 93 

 
As one of the six Enthronement Psalms (95-100), Psalm 93 describes and is dedicated to celebrating 
God’s sovereign kingship over the world. Psalm 93 glorifies God’s eternal, universal kingdom which is 
providentially administered through His Son (Col 1:17). The writer of Psalm 93 envisioned God as king 
sitting on His throne above the noise and tumult of earth. He saw Him glorious in appearance and 
powerful beyond description. He contrasted the stormy, destructive waves of futile human activity with 
God’s serenity. God is unperturbed because He is greater than all the destructive forces of earth 
combined. The sovereignty of God is exulted. God is enthroned above the floods and dwells in the 
temple of holiness. Nothing is more powerful than the Lord. Nothing is more steadfast than His reign. 
Nothing is more sure than His revelation. The God who holds the universe is the God who is holding you.  
 
Our God Reigns https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_lQRmFXNA2Q 
 
JHWH 

1. The psalmist knew a God of incomparable greatness, a God of eternity (Psalm 90), security 
(Psalm 91), righteousness (Psalm 92), sovereignty (Psalm 93) and vengeance (Psalm 94). Surely, 
He is worthy of worship (Psalm 95) and exaltation (Psalm 96), for He is far above all other so-
called gods (Psalm 97). Psalms 90-93 are about the works of God. Psalms 94-97 are about the 
worship of God. 

2. 93:1,1,3,4,5 – JHWH, the proper name of God – used 6,823 times in the OT and 722 times in 
Psalms. Knowledge and use of the name implies personal or covenant relationship; the name 
pictures God as the one who exists and/or causes existence. The most significant name for God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_lQRmFXNA2Q


in the O.T. It has a twofold meaning: the active, self-existent One (Exodus 3:14 – I AM THE I AM) 
and Israel’s Redeemer. The name is especially associated with God’s holiness, His hatred of sin, 
and His gracious provision of redemption. 

 
I. OUR GOD REIGNS MAJESTICLY – Verse 1a 
1. The first two Hebrew words of this psalm are Yahweh malak. This phrase is also found at the 

beginning of Ps. 97 and 99 and in 96:10. Malak, the Hebrew word for reigns, is a verb form 
implying completed action or an established condition. 

2. The Lord reigns. An exclamation of the Lord’s universal reign over the earth from the time of 
creation (v. 2; Ps 103:19; 145:13) and forever. 

3. To be shaken often occurs in texts that describe the importance of false gods. The term 
reinforces the reliability of the Lord’s character and His commitment to creation (Ps 96:10; 99:1; 
104:5). 

4. The Lord reigns, He is clothed with majesty. 
In an interview with Ted Koppel shortly after the San Francisco earthquake in 1989, a newspaper 
editor spoke rather eloquently about “nature” having just reminded us all of our weakness and 
insignificance. The Our Daily Bread devotional writer wondered why the editor referred to 
nature rather than to God. Then a sense of awe swept over him. “He’s right. Nature is powerful. 
But God made it and He controls it. Isn’t it wonderful that this great God knows us, loves us, and 
has a good plan for every one of us!” 
Psalm 93 opens with the announcement: “The Lord reigns.” It uses the imagery of an oriental 
king in all his splendor to portray God’s majesty.  
a. We comprehend Him not, Yet earth and heaven tell 

God sits as sovereign on the throne And ruleth all things well. 
b. Trusting in God’s power prevents panic. 

5. The writer of Psalm 93, who penned its words during the time that kings reigned, knew that God 
is the ultimate King over all. “The Lord reigns,” he wrote. “Your throne is established from of old; 
You are from everlasting.” 

6. The majesty of earthly princes compared with God’s majesty is like the glimmerings of a 
lightning bug compared with the brightness of the sun. 

7. The Lord is not only clothed with majesty as a prince in his court, but He is clothed with strength 
as a general in the camp. He has the wherewithal to support His greatness and to make it truly 
formidable. See Him not only clad in robes but clad in armor. He can do everything and with Him 
nothing is impossible. 

8. To be clothed with majesty and splendor represents royal language typically associated with 
kingship. 

9. The God who holds the universe is the God who is holding you. 
 

II. OUR GOD REIGNS MAJESTICLY; OUR GOD REIGNS POWERFULLY 
1. God’s power is not derived from any other, nor does the executing of it depend upon any other, 

but He has it of Himself and does with it whatsoever He pleases. 
2. “Let us not fear the power of man, which is borrowed and bounded, but rather fear Him which is 

able to destroy both soul and body in hell” (Matt 10:28). 
3. The God who holds the universe is the God who’s holding you. 

 
III. OUR GOD REIGNS MAJESTICLY; OUR GOD REIGNS POWERFULLY; OUR GOD REIGNS 

ETERNALLY – Verse 2 



1. The Lord established (measured, regulated) the world, and the order of the cosmos is not 
subject to disruptions. 

2. Reference to the beginning and eternity means the Lord’s kingship is timeless. 
3. The Lord is enthroned forever (Psalm 9:7-8) and is portrayed as judging the world. God always 

sits on His sovereign throne ruling over the universe from heaven (Ps. 45:6; 93:2; 102:12; 
103:19; Lamentations 5:19; Dan 4:3,34,35). 

4. We comprehend him not, ye earth and heaven tell 
God sits as sovereign on the throne and ruleth all things well. 

5. The more clearly we see the sovereignty of God, the less perplexed we are by the calamities of 
man. 

6. The God who holds the universe is the God who is holding you. 
 

IV. OUR GOD REIGNS MAJESTICLY; OUR GOD REIGNS POWERFULLY; OUR GOD REIGNS 
ETERNALLY; OUR GOD REIGNS TRIUMPHANTLY – Verses 3 and 4 

 
Verse 3 

1. The psalmist personified primeval forces that threatened creation and then demonstrated the 
Lord’s sovereignty over them.  

2. The floods typify rebellious uprisings against God. 
3. The term floods (v. 3) represent the either rampaging rivers, or surging, seething oceans that 

roar with mighty waves booming and pounding on shore. But high above the crashing beat of 
these destructive waters – far more powerful than they – God sits on His throne. 

4. These tumultuous waters may be taken to represent the sum of all the rebellious forces loose in 
the world today = natural, human, and demonic. Their destructive power sometimes seems to 
be completely out of control. But as God’s children, we need not live in constant fear. The Lord 
reigns! 

5. Discouraged? Look above the tumult through the eyes of faith. Say with the psalmist: “The Lord 
on high is mightier than the noise of many waters.” 

6. The God who holds the universe is the God who’s holding you. 
 

Verse 4 
1. The sea with all its power is nothing in comparison to the power of God.  
2. The coupling and tripling of expressions throughout this psalm (vv. 1,3,4) are poetic means of 

generating literary energy and emphasis. 
3. In Matthew 8:27, the winds and the sea obey Christ as convincing proof of His deity (Ps 29:3,4; 

89:9; 93:4; 107:25-29). 
4. Mightier Than All 

Iguazu Falls on the border of Brazil and Argentina is a spectacular waterfall system of 275 falls 
along 1.67 miles of the Iguazu River. Etched on a wall on the Brazilian side of the Falls are the 
words of Psalm 93:4, “Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier than the waves of 
the sea, the Lord on high is mighty”. Below it are these words, “God is always greater than all of 
our troubles.”  
No matter how high the floods or waves, the Lord remains greater than them all. 
The roar of a waterfall is truly majestic, but it is quite a different matter to be in the water 
hurtling toward the falls. That may be the situation you are in today. Physical, financial, or 
relational problems loom ever larger and you feel like you are about to go over the falls. In such 
a situation, the Christian has Someone to turn to. He is the Lord, “who is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think” (Eph 3:20) for He is greater than all of our troubles. 



a. If you are helpless in life’s fray 
God’s mighty power will be your stay; 
Your failing strength He will renew, 
For He’s a God who cares for you. 

b. Never measure God’s unlimited power by your limited expectations. 
5. I Sing the Mighty Power of God https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeSoE1Kmmv0 
6. Mightier Than the Waves 

The psalmist spoke of “the mighty waves of the sea” as a picture of God’s awesome power. He 
may have witnessed gale-force winds as they brought huge waves crashing in from the 
Mediterranean Sea against the western coast of Philistia and Israel. And the squalls that 
assaulted the small but often stormy Sea of Galilee gave him a vivid picture of God’s might. 
But how did he say the Lord uses His power? God uses His strength not to break things apart, 
but to hold them together. “Surely the world is established so that it cannot be moved (v. 1). He 
described God’s words as “very sure” (v. 5). 
 

V. OUR GOD REIGNS TRUTHFULLY – Verse 5 
1. God’s Word is very sure (KJV), fully confirmed (NASB). 
2. God’s testimonies or decrees are as stable as His throne and the earth (Ps 19:8; 25:10; 99:7; 

132:12; Dt 4:45; 6:17,20). 
3. As God’s rule over the earth is stable, so His revelation given through Scripture is trustworthy 

(Ps 19:7). 
4. The God who holds the universe is the God who’s holding you. 

 
VI. OUR GOD REIGNS MAJESTICLY; OUR GOD REIGNS POWERFULLY; OUR GOD REIGNS 

ETERNALLY; OUR GOD REIGNS TRIUMPHANTLY; OUR GOD REIGNS HOLY – Verse 5 

1. Holiness adorns your house for all the days to come. Adorns refers to a suitable decoration. 

2. God’s church is His house; it is a holy house, cleansed from sin, consecrated by God and 

employed in His service. 

a. It is a house of prayer, not merchandise. 

b. It is the holiness of God’s house that secures it against the many waters and their noise. 

3. As the dwelling place of God, we are to be holy. 

a. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

b. 1 Peter 1:13-16 

c. Where there is purity there shall be peace (Hebrews 12:10-11). 

d. Nothing better becomes the saints than conformity to God’s image and an entire 

devotedness to His honor. 

4. Fashions change and that which is becoming at one time is not so at another; but holiness 

always becomes God’s house and family and those who belong to it. It is perpetually decent and 

nothing so ill becomes the worshippers of the Holy God as unholiness. 

CONC: God uses His strength not to break things apart, but to hold them together. Verse 1 states, 

“Surely the world is established so that it cannot be moved.” Verse 5 describes God’s words as “very 

sure” or “fully confirmed”. In an unsettled, turbulent, destructive society, the truth that both the world 

and the Word are anchored by God’s power gives us great comfort. Praise God that His might is mightier 

than the waves. The God who holds the universe is the God who’s holding you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeSoE1Kmmv0

