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THE SUFFERING, FAITHFUL CHURCH 
Revelation 2:8-11 

 
Suffering has marked the church since its beginning. Those who initially followed Jesus rejoiced that 

they were counted worthy to suffer for His name (Acts 5:41). Of the original apostles, all but John died a 

martyr’s death. Even John, who died of natural causes, suffered for Christ’s sake on the isle of Patmos. 

These kinds of sufferings by Christians still continue. Within the context of suffering, the saints of 

Smyrna speak to us today. So intense was their suffering that the Lord personally sent them a letter of 

encouragement via John’s pen. It was designed to help them and us persevere. 

I. COMMISSION: From Christ to the Church (Verses 8-9) 

A. In the salutation to each of the churches Christ identifies Himself by means of some part 

of the initial vision. There is an appropriateness between the identifying characteristic 

and the church addressed. The church at Smyrna was a persecuted church, so the letter 

comes from the sovereign one – the first and the last – who died and came to life again. 

As He was victorious over death, so they too can face martyrdom knowing that 

faithfulness is rewarded. 

B. Christ – The Sovereign One – The first and the last 

C. Christ – The Living One – who was dead and is alive 

1. He removed the sting of death; He broke the stronghold of Satan and laughed it to 

scorn (1 Corinthians 15:55-57). He shook loose the bands of death; He is alive 

forever more. 

2. The reference to His crucifixion and resurrection, death and life, is an unqualified 

assertion that He who speaks is the same Christ who suffered on the cross for the 

sins of men and who by His own almighty power arose on the third day to a victory 

over death, thus becoming the source of life to all who believe in Him and for them 

taking from death its sting. 

3. From this revelation of Himself He expected us to draw help for the trail and trial 

ahead. Christ had been through death and is alive. He knows the way and He will 

see us through. 

4. This reference to Christ would have special significance to Smyrna as the city had 

been destroyed in B.C. 627 and was deserted. It laid in ruins for 400 years until 

Alexander the Great rebuilt the city into the finest in Asia Minor. It was dead but 

now alive. In fact, of the seven cities mentioned in Revelation 2-3, it is the only one 

still in existence today. Today it is known as Izmir. 

5. Over the past 148 years many times has it been said, FBC will die, yet we are alive. 

Like Smyrna, we look unto the first and the last, the one who was dead but is now 

alive. 

II. COMMENDATION: Explanation of their condition (Verse 9) 

Suffering produced a pure and pleasing church to Christ. Smyrna and Philadelphia were the 

only churches that Christ did not have “one thing against.” He commends them for enduring 

tribulation, experiencing poverty and being subject to blasphemy. Bridging His heart with 

theirs, Christ told those of Smyrna that He was no stranger to the pain. 



A. A church of stress and pressure – I know your tribulation 

1. Tribulation or pressure was also used in classical Greek to describe the torture of 

being crushed by a rock. 

2. The reference to suffering would have special significance to Smyrna as the city’s 

name means “reflection of myrrh.” Myrrh is a spice that gives its fragrance when 

bruised. Like the spice, when the church was bruised it would give off a sweet smell. 

3. May FBC as it is crushed and bruised give off a sweet smell of Christ. 

B. A church of deep poverty – I know your poverty 

1. Poverty – destitution; having nothing. 

2. They are rich. 

3. Poverty is not a sign of piety nor are riches a sign of unrighteousness. 

a. Laodicea was rich and condemned. 

b. Rich man and Lazarus. 

4. It is better to be poor and commended than rich and condemned. 

a. Real poverty – Mark 8:36: “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the 

whole world and lose his own soul?” 

b. Real riches 

Prov 10:22 – The blessing of the Lord, it makes rich and he adds no sorrow with 

it. 

James 1:3 – Knowing this, that the trying of your faith works patience. 

5. As we learned last Sunday, we are in a financial crunch, but let us be poor and 

commended than rich and condemned. 

III. CHALLENGE: In light of the imminent suffering, Christ gave two statements of support (verse 

10). 

A. Stop being afraid of the scary future. 

B. Keep on being faithful. 

1. The devil cast some into prison but in Rev 12:9-12 the tribulation saints overcame 

the great dragon, the serpent who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the 

whole world “because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their 

testimony and they did not love their life even to death. For this reason, rejoice, O 

heavens and you who dwell in them. Woe to the earth and the sea because the devil 

has come down to you, having great wrath knowing that he has only a short time.” 

2. The church gained their faithfulness from Christ. As He was victorious over death, so 

they too can face martyrdom knowing that faithfulness is rewarded. 

3. Great Is Your Faithfulness – Play song.  

CONC:  The church of Smyrna was commended. Yet, they were suffering and being tried. They were 

poor and prison loomed ahead. Certainly not a very pretty picture. Yet they were faithful. The people 

looked poor, but God said they were rich. They were undergoing tribulation and at the same time 

experiencing triumph. They did not live to please those around them, but they pleased God. They were 

persecuted yet told by the Lord not to fear. They were persecuted on this side of life, yet they were 

preserved for the other side of life. Sounds like First Baptist Church. They were dead, yet alive. So are 

we. When stressed, like Smyrna, we give off the sweet aroma of Christ. Like Smyrna we are poor and 

commended. Like Smyrna we are not afraid but faithful because not only is God’s faithfulness great but 

Jesus is all the world to me.  



As Steve and Brenda come, as you turn to page 512, I would like to share a little about the author. 


