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REBUILD FOR REVIVAL 
 

We spent 2022 seeing Christ as we never saw him before. In 2023, we will rebuild. Throughout the year, 
the plan is to exegetically, verse by verse go through the books of Ezra and Nehemiah. Judah has been in 
captivity for 70 years. Several groups left Babylon and returned to Jerusalem and Israel. The city and 
country did not look anything like what they had left.  
 
As a church, we have not been in captivity for 70 years. The church building and people look the same as 
they have for decades. But we still need to rebuild. 
 

I. Those who returned to the land had to rebuild their houses, the city and the temple. 
A. One of the problems was that they were more concerned about their own lives than 

that of others. 
B. One of the problems was that they built their own house first before the temple. 
C. A reoccurring problem in the return is that people were thinking like Babylonians and 

not Israelites.  
1. Joy – Jesus, Others, You 
2. Worship is the purpose of building and services. That needs to be a priority in all 

that we do. 
3. Bringing glory to God takes priority over the physical building or even building 

bodies. 
II. Those who returned were very generous financially, but not willing to do the work 

themselves. 
A. We need to be generous with our treasures. 
B. We need to be generous with our time and talents as well. 

III. There was opposition from those who lived in the land. 

A. At different times, the rebuilding ceased and needed encouragement to continue. 

B. Different leaders such as Zerubbabel, Joshua, Haggai, Zechariah, Ezra and Nehemiah led 

the rebuilding. 

1. Acts Cancer Care, those from other churches, are helping rebuild First Baptist. 

a. They have cleaned the floor. 

b. They have cleaned the small kitchen. 

c. They are going to organize and clean the choir room. 

d. They were going to fill a shift at the Live Nativity. 

e. Cliff has plans to talk to several community leaders. 

f. Every time Cliff talks about Acts Cancer Care, First Baptist Church is mentioned. 

g. Acts Cancer Care is the primary means we will reach new people this year. 

h. At the last hymn sing, the majority of those present were here as a direct result 

of the invitation of those associated with Acts Cancer Care. 

i. Donna and Mike attended Saturday service as a result of Acts Cancer Care. 

2. Many from outside of FBC were willing to step in and step up to fill the live nativity.  

The crew came together more easily this year than in the recent past.  

3. There were two checks from outside that came in that helped with the year-end 

deficit. 



4. There are many helping. 

C. The Opposition – Ezra 4:1-5 

1. Now when the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the people of the exile 

were building a temple to the Lord God of Israel, they approached Zerubbabel and 

the heads of the fathers’ households and said to them, Let us build with you, for we, 

like you, seek your God, and we have been sacrificing to Him since the days of 

Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us up here. But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and 

the rest of the heads of fathers’ households of Israel said to them, You have nothing 

in common with us in building a house to our God; but we ourselves will together 

build to the Lord God of Israel…Then the people of the land discouraged the people 

of Judah and frightened them from building, and hired counselors against them to 

frustrate their counsel. 

2. We need to be careful who we allow to partner with us to rebuild, as a short term 

gain will be long term loss. 

a. The enemies said they worship God. The leaders of Judah said you have nothing 

in common with us. The enemies discouraged the people of Judah and 

frightened them and hired counselors against them. 

3. Nehemiah had a sword in one hand and trowel in the other when he built the wall 

of the city as the opposition was so intense. 

4. As we rebuild, the key is for each of us to make sure we are one of those who is 

building and not one of those who is opposing. 

IV. The Work Ceased – Ezra 4:25 

A. We need to be diligent that due to opposition the work to rebuild does not cease. 

Conc: Ezra ends with a revival. The work of Nehemiah was attacked by mockery, conspiracy, extortion, 

compromise, slander and treachery. Yet the work was accomplished. The final chapter is reviving the 

people. Like Zerubbabel, Joshua, Haggai, Zechariah, Ezra and Nehemiah, we are rebuilding for revival. 

That is the goal and theme of 2023. Revive us again. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

1. REBUILD 
2. We need to rebuild.  
3. They were more concerned about their own lives than that of others 
4. They built their own house first before the temple. 
5. They were thinking like Babylonians and not Israelites.  
6. Joy – Jesus Others You 
7. Worship is purpose and priority in all that we do. 
8. Bringing glory to God priority over physical building or even building bodies. 
9. We need to be generous with our treasures. 
10. We need to be generous with our time and talents as well. 
11. There will be opposition. 

12. Those outside First Baptist are and will help rebuild for revival 

13. The Opposition Ezra 4:1-5 

14. We need to be careful who we allow to partner with us to rebuild . 

15. Make sure I am building and opposing. 

16. We need to be diligent that due to opposition that the work to rebuild does not cease. 

17. Ezra ends with a revival.  

18. The work of Nehemiah was attacked. Yet the work was accomplished.  

19. The final chapter is reviving the people. 

20.  Like Zerubbabel, Joshua, Haggai, Zechariah, Ezra and Nehemiah, We are rebuilding for revival. 

21. Rebuilding for Revival is the goal and theme of 2023 

22. Revive us again. 

 


